Aquarium Ecosystem

	MENTAL MODEL
	DESCRIPTION

	Egocentric
	Characterized by a limited understanding of the structures involved. The person thinks that structures exist for their beauty, visual appeal and to enhance the enjoyment of the viewer. 

	Simple Healthy Fish
	In this model the purpose of an aquarium is to keep the fish healthy. The needs of the fish are held to be central, and there is only a limited understanding of other structures like filter and plants. There is little mention of functions or behaviors and some structures may be missing. The focus is on the macro structures.

	Good Tank
	Understanding is centered on the aquarium as a whole. There is some understanding of the functional and behavioral interdependence and interactions between different structures, both macro and micro. Some details about functions and behaviors may still be missing.

	Pragmatic
	An expert view with elaborate systemic structure, behavior and functional connections. A sophisticated understanding of the interrelations between the various components of the aquarium exists. The fish are central and the other knowledge radiates outwards from them. 

	Hierarchical
	An expert view with elaborate systemic structure, behavior and functional connections. The aquarium is seen as an ecosystem. The central aspect of this model is the transfer of energy across the various components of the ecosystem. 


