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Background Knowledge and Skills

Whether this is an introductory or a more advanced course, this activity is situated within the first or second week. It provides an opportunity for students to begin to consider the difference between weather and climate, and the fact that climate is a rather complex topic. This activity also provides students with a good opportunity to get to know each other. Students must have some familiarity with how to perform a Google search. They must also be familiar with how an annual average temperature is calculated, and what is meant by the ‘seasonal range’ of temperature or rainfall. They should also have some instruction on how to convert between degrees Celsuis and degrees Fahrenheit.

Tips for Running the Activity

This exercise is ideal in a class of <30 students. During the class period prior to the activity, set aside 10-15 minutes of class time to form groups. I usually do this by having students count off a numbers from 1-8. This works best if each group has no more than 3-4 students. Provide students with some time to meet with their group, and look at a map or globe depicting the region they have been assigned. Provide students with the ‘Activity Prep’ document, and be sure that each student has chosen a particular location.

At the next class meeting, start the class by providing groups with pens, poster paper (preferably the type with a strip of adhesive along the back), and maps or globes. Also provide each student with the activity sheet and have them follow the instructions for making a poster.

Keep students moving fast – I usually provide no more than 10-15 minutes to sketch out a poster (in a 50 minute class period). As students complete posters, arrange them on the board at the front of the room in a way that roughly approximates a map of the world (e.g., place South America below North America). If space at the front of the room is limited, then place a few of the posters on other walls. Next, ask students to go around the room and try to answer questions provided using data provided in the posters. I usually allow students to discuss questions and work together.

End class by having students return to their seats for a class discussion. Ask students what surprised them (if anything), and what observations they made about variations in climate. This could be an opportunity to launch into a discussion of Hadley circulation, ocean currents, semi-permanent highs and lows, etc.
