Model COP 9 – part II

In order to limit our discussion and negotiations, I would like you to focus on three questions, and attempt to come to an agreement regarding limits on greenhouse gas emissions. 

1. How much to change global greenhouse gas emissions 

a. over the next decade

b. over the next century

2. How much of these emissions your country should be responsible for. 

3. How your country will meet these emission goals. 

Much of the negotiating will focus on how to achieve these changes. I would like you to focus on two mechanisms:

4. Clean Development Mechanisms

Whether forests should be used as a carbon sink. 

5. Emissions Trading

Here are important areas for you to research as part of your preparation: 

1.
Be familiar with current statistical data on your topic and country.

2.
Become familiar with the your country's history, culture, political structure, and current political affairs. 

3.
Learn about your country's viewpoints on issues related to climate change (e.g. sea level rise, energy use, fossil fuel reservoirs). 

4.
Know your allies and your opposition. In order to adequately represent your country during the conference, you will need to interact with delegates from other countries. Knowing their positions on your topic will help you predict their arguments during debate. This will be very useful in helping you decide in advance where it might be useful to seek cooperation or compromise.

*
Remember it is not your opinion you are expounding but the country you are representing.

*
Be aware of different political perspectives - East vs. West and North vs. South.

*
Compromise is an art, treat it that way.

Model UN Experts

Experts well versed in the art of Model UN (MUN) have volunteered to share their knowledge as part of the Cyberschoolbus Model UN. Feel free to contact a MUN Expert when you have not been able to find an answer after consulting other resources:
http://cyberschoolbus.un.org/modelun/experts_2.asp
Please - before asking an expert, try to find answers to questions yourself using other resources. 

Useful web sites:

Official site for the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change:

http://unfccc.int/
Lots of information – take care and don’t get bogged down in irrelevant bureaucracy. 

Climate Change resources in the United Nations: 

http://www.un.org/partners/civil_society/m-climat.htm
Key UN documents on Climate Change

http://www.un.org/partners/civil_society/docs/d-climat.htm
Documents from the previous COP 8 meeting in New Delhi, India:

http://unfccc.int/cop8/index.html
Documents for the upcoming COP 9 meeting in Milan, Italy:

http://unfccc.int/cop9/index.html

UN carbon market program

http://r0.unctad.org/ghg/
Climate Change Knowledge Network

http://www.cckn.net/
Research Tips

It is useful to divide your research into three categories: 

1.
General research on climate change, focusing on previous international negotiations to mitigate climate change (e.g. Kyoto, and COP 4, 5, 6, 7, 8)

2.
Research on your assigned country's policies with regard to climate change.

3.
General research on your assigned country's background and culture

If you use the Internet for your research you should make sure that you carefully select your sources. The amount of materials available is far greater than what you can digest in the amount of time you have available. Keep in mind that web sites are not always reliable sources of information. Carefully select the sources you wish to rely on for preparing your arguments. 

When searching libraries or the Internet for information you might want to look for several keywords that are related to your topic. Sometimes, different spellings or alternative wordings may lead you to additional sources of information. 

Here are some common internet resources to help you get started: 

In addition to libraries and the Internet, newspaper archives and NGOs (Non Governmental Organizations) are also useful resources. NGOs are voluntary citizens' groups that perform a variety of services and humanitarian functions, bring citizens' concerns to Governments, monitor policies and encourage political participation at the community level. They provide analysis of issues, serve as early warning mechanisms and help monitor and implement international agreements. Some are organized around specific issues, such as human rights, the environment or health. There are over 1500 NGOs currently working with the UN. The main UN web site contains an extensive list of NGOs organized alphabetically as well as by region and topic. 

Remember that many of your sources may be biased. If possible, try to find independent confirmation of the information you have obtained from more than one source. 

Moreover, when gathering information it is important to distinguish between opinions and facts. Facts are used to support opinions. Whenever possible use facts to support your arguments but don't be surprised if there are instances when facts are not available. Ultimately, you will be presenting an opinion and must defend it against other opinions. Therefore, it is crucial for you to be familiar with different viewpoints and opinions on your topic. Study arguments that are different from the one your country is likely to take on your topic. Analyze the facts that are used to support opposing arguments. Sometimes the same facts can be used to support two different positions on a topic. Use your knowledge of the complex issues that underlie your topic to find gaps or errors in the reasoning used by those who oppose your position. Remember, it is up to you to decide which particular points you want to focus on in your own arguments and this decision needs to be guided by your country's position! 

Finally, read UN resolutions on your topic to find out what issues tend to be discussed when your topic is debated. Resolutions passed by the General Assembly, Security Council, and ECOSOC can be found at the UN Documentation Center.
Implementation of the Certified Emission Reductions
It is known that forests are natural sponges for absorbing carbon dioxide. The concept of preserving large forest tracts in order to offset damages to the atmosphere has led to a project called "Carbon Credit Exchange". This project represents a part of the Clean Development Mechanism (hereinafter CDM). The Kyoto Protocol Article 12 of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change defines the purpose of the CDM as the assistance to developing countries, aiming to achieve sustainable development and contribute to the ultimate objective of the Convention, and to assist developed nations in achieving compliance with their quantified emission limitation and reduction commitments under Article 3.

The CDM allows developed countries to acquire certified emissions reductions (CERs) by undertaking greenhouse gas (GHG) mitigating project activities in developing countries, while contributing to sustainable development in the host country. The developed countries are able to use CERs to contribute to the compliance with part of their quantified emission limitation and reduction commitments under the Kyoto Protocol Article 3.

The CDM creates a commodity (GHG/carbon equivalent units) and aims to provide mutually shared benefits for investors and hosts. Moreover, it intends to support the development of a new set of international arrangements for public and private partnership.

The Kyoto Protocol has been signed by all countries of the UN, although it has not been fully ratified. The Kyoto Protocol can only go into effect with the ratification of at least 55 member States. Among the conditions that come with the act is the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions by developed countries, in order to avoid climate change. Under the Kyoto Protocol, forests are recognized as potential sinks for carbon. Under Article 3 it has been agreed that the amount of carbon sequestered as a result of activities in the field of reforestation may be subtracted from the assigned amount or may be transferred under joint implementation. Thus, the emissions resulting from deforestation have to be added to the assigned amounts.

The question of including forests within the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) is complex and controversial. Forest growers could potentially receive income from their trees by capturing greenhouse gases. The forests planted for this purpose will be harvested for wood products as they are demanded by the community and can be replanted. In addition, harvesting of plantations can further contribute to greenhouse gas reduction if some wood is used to generate electricity and replaces fossil fuels like coal, oil, or natural gas.

On the other hand, a specific fragment of wooded land offsetting a specific amount of industrial carbon dioxide emissions depends on false assumptions in calculation. Large-scale offset plantations, instead of mitigating global warming, could even make it worse, since they could delay the transition to a more equitable result in an increased amount of avoidable carbon emissions both from industry and from the land. Forestry, therefore, should not be included in climate negotiations.

In this regard, the Environmental Committee addresses a discussion on this topic in order to develop guidelines (1) as to the implementation of the Certified Emission Reductions and (2) as to the effects of forestry. During the discussions delegates are expected to deal with International Environmental Law, its treaties and Protocol's, the concepts of sustainable development, greenhouse gas emissions, carbon dioxide pollution and environmental harm. The discussion in this Committee is expected to reach consensus on Recommendations to nations, taking into account the less harmful implementation of the Clean Developing Mechanism.
