Global Warming and You--Handout

Instructor: D. Cardace, 334 Woodward Hall, t 401.874.9384 cardace@uri.edu
PROJECT GOAL: Explore principles of climate change, the carbon cycle, and energy balance, putting the current warming in context, with reference to individual actions and choices that impact the environment.
PLAN: Build a concept map* that represents your relationship with the Earth System and the ways in which individual actions impact climate. This is at once the first and final activity of the course (you will submit an initial draft and a final revision, together = 5% of your course grade), a way to articulate preconceptions about climate change and global warming, delineate where you see the line between natural and anthropogenic factors in climate change, and assess how your interpretation evolves over the course of the semester. 

BEFORE YOU BEGIN: Read the Introduction to "Smart Solutions to Climate Change: Comparing Costs and Benefits" Ed. Bjørn Lomborg.
GRADING: I will evaluate your maps for content and organization (modified from http://www.ncsec.org/team11/RubricConceptMap.doc) as follows:
	
	Top notch!

	Well-done

	Acceptable
	Sub-par
	Score

	Organization
	· Meticulous layout with a logical format.

· Conveys primary and secondary concepts in full, with well developed interpretations.

· Full contour.
	· Careful layout with appropriate format.

· Conveys primary and some secondary concepts in full.


	· Functional layout.

· Conveys primary concepts in full.
	· No apparent layout plan.

· Conveys little if any relevant content.
	______

	Content
	· Nodes and links show superlative grasp of the concept

· All text is concise and precise.
	· Nodes and links make sense, but sometimes need clarification. 
· Loose text.
	· Nodes and links are clear but have some implicit error.
· Missing text.
	· Unclear nodes and links.
· No interpretive text.
	______


http://www.ncsec.org/team11/RubricConceptMap.doc

*A concept map is a graphical way to express your understanding/interpret your knowledge base. For more info, go to: http://serc.carleton.edu/NAGTWorkshops/assess/conceptmaps.html.
