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Model COP 12 - part I

From 6 - 17 November 2006 the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UN FCCC) Ninth Session of the Conference of the Parties (COP 12) will meet in Nairobi in an effort to mitigate climate change. As you know, this body has been meeting over the past decade in an effort to find an international agreement to alleviate future global climate change. As part of COP 3 the Kyoto Protocol was drafted in 1997, a first step in this effort. 

We are going to simulate the meeting in Nairobi during class, with the objective of developing a resolution on how to effectively mitigate climate change on a global basis. 

Each person in the class will represent one nation that has a particular, and important, interest in the UN FCCC/COP 12 negotiations. I will assign you particular countries, and you should find out as much as you possibly can regarding the positions that your country has with respect to these negotiations.  You should also determine who your allies are in these negotiations, and who might have interests that are in conflict with yours. 

In preparation for this conference, you need to produce two documents: 

Background paper: 

This would incorporate relevant facts and statistics regarding your particular country, including geographic location, language spoken, important cultural practices, income per capita, current energy consumption per capita, and possible future energy demands based to some extent on population growth, energy growth, and type of energy used. Please include any information that you believe would be useful to understand the special needs of your country with regard to greenhouse gas emissions, energy production, and energy use. 

Draft Resolution:

I want you individually to draft a resolution on how to mitigate climate change that best represents the interests of your country. Then, after having read resolutions from other countries, we will make a collective effort to reach a compromise agreement that will be agreeable to all, or most, of the countries. 

Fact or Fiction?

This exercise should be based largely on fact and reality, but some of it will, by necessity, be fictitious. Try to base your arguments and proposals on real information that you can document. You may also take the liberty to develop more creative and innovative proposals; I strongly encourage you to do so. 

For better or for worse, non-governmental organizations (NGOs) including environmental organizations (i.e. Sierra Club and World Wildlife Fund) and industry groups (i.e. Shell Oil and General Motors) are not represented in the negotiations. During our simulation we will not include these groups. However, you should consider how these institutions would influence your decision, and include this in your position paper. 

Preparation: 

This exercise will only work if we as a class take it seriously, and if you spend enough time developing proposals that reflect a substantial amount of research. There is a considerable amount of web-based material that is available and that you will find essential in developing your proposal. There are also some excellent books in the library that I will put on reserve for this class. Your grade will be based to a large extent on how well you have prepared, including the quality and quantity of references and documentation. 

There are numerous web sites associated with “model UN” simulations, which is essentially what we are engaged in. Some good web sites on model UN include: 

http://www.nmun.org/

http://www.thimun.org/

http://www.unausa.org/

http://cyberschoolbus.un.org/modelun/index.asp

Agenda: 

Tuesday December 2

Draft  copy of Background paper and Position paper is due in class. 

A representative from each country will briefly review their interests and concerns regarding the upcoming negotiations. This should include a summary of the Background and Position papers. 
Thursday December 4

Informal meetings and discussion to prepare for formal negotiations over Italian coffee and pastries will occur at Mazarro’s Coffee and Italian Market. (2909 22nd Ave. N., St. Petersburg)
Tuesday December 9

Final copy of both Background paper and Position paper is due in class. 

Formal negotiations will occur in class 

Thursday December 11

Final plenary of meeting in class with final resolution on how to mitigate climate change. 

Model COP 9 – part II

In order to limit our discussion and negotiations, I would like you to focus on three questions, and attempt to come to an agreement regarding limits on greenhouse gas emissions. 

1. How much to change global greenhouse gas emissions 

a. over the next decade

b. over the next century

2. How much of these emissions your country should be responsible for. 

3. How your country will meet these emission goals. 

Much of the negotiating will focus on how to achieve these changes. I would like you to focus on two mechanisms:

4. Clean Development Mechanisms

Whether forests should be used as a carbon sink. 

5. Emissions Trading

Here are important areas for you to research as part of your preparation: 

1.
Be familiar with current statistical data on your topic and country.

2.
Become familiar with the your country's history, culture, political structure, and current political affairs. 

3.
Learn about your country's viewpoints on issues related to climate change (e.g. sea level rise, energy use, fossil fuel reservoirs). 

4.
Know your allies and your opposition. In order to adequately represent your country during the conference, you will need to interact with delegates from other countries. Knowing their positions on your topic will help you predict their arguments during debate. This will be very useful in helping you decide in advance where it might be useful to seek cooperation or compromise.

*
Remember it is not your opinion you are expounding but the country you are representing.

*
Be aware of different political perspectives - East vs. West and North vs. South.

*
Compromise is an art, treat it that way.

Model UN Experts

Experts well versed in the art of Model UN (MUN) have volunteered to share their knowledge as part of the Cyberschoolbus Model UN. Feel free to contact a MUN Expert when you have not been able to find an answer after consulting other resources:
http://cyberschoolbus.un.org/modelun/experts_2.asp
Useful web sites:

Official site for the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change:

http://unfccc.int/
Lots of information – take care and don’t get bogged down in irrelevant bureaucracy. 

Climate Change resources in the United Nations: 

http://www.un.org/partners/civil_society/m-climat.htm
Key UN documents on Climate Change

http://www.un.org/partners/civil_society/docs/d-climat.htm
Documents from the previous COP 11 meeting in New Delhi, India:

http://unfccc.int/meetings/cop_11/items/3394.php

Documents for the COP 9 meeting in Milan, Italy:

http://unfccc.int/cop9/index.html

UN carbon market program

http://r0.unctad.org/ghg/
Climate Change Knowledge Network

http://www.cckn.net/
Research Tips

It is useful to divide your research into three categories: 

1.
General research on climate change, focusing on previous international negotiations to mitigate climate change (e.g. Kyoto, and COP 4, 5, 6, 7, 8)

2.
Research on your assigned country's policies with regard to climate change.

3.
General research on your assigned country's background and culture

If you use the Internet for your research you should make sure that you carefully select your sources. The amount of materials available is far greater than what you can digest in the amount of time you have available. Keep in mind that web sites are not always reliable sources of information. Carefully select the sources you wish to rely on for preparing your arguments. 

When searching libraries or the Internet for information you might want to look for several keywords that are related to your topic. Sometimes, different spellings or alternative wordings may lead you to additional sources of information. 

In addition to libraries and the Internet, newspaper archives and NGOs (Non Governmental Organizations) are also useful resources. NGOs are voluntary citizens' groups that perform a variety of services and humanitarian functions, bring citizens' concerns to Governments, monitor policies and encourage political participation at the community level. They provide analysis of issues, serve as early warning mechanisms and help monitor and implement international agreements. Some are organized around specific issues, such as human rights, the environment or health. There are over 1500 NGOs currently working with the UN. The main UN web site contains an extensive list of NGOs organized alphabetically as well as by region and topic. 

Remember that many of your sources may be biased. If possible, try to find independent confirmation of the information you have obtained from more than one source. 

Moreover, when gathering information it is important to distinguish between opinions and facts. Facts are used to support opinions. Whenever possible use facts to support your arguments but don't be surprised if there are instances when facts are not available. Ultimately, you will be presenting an opinion and must defend it against other opinions. Therefore, it is crucial for you to be familiar with different viewpoints and opinions on your topic. Study arguments that are different from the one your country is likely to take on your topic. Analyze the facts that are used to support opposing arguments. Sometimes the same facts can be used to support two different positions on a topic. Use your knowledge of the complex issues that underlie your topic to find gaps or errors in the reasoning used by those who oppose your position. Remember, it is up to you to decide which particular points you want to focus on in your own arguments and this decision needs to be guided by your country's position! 

Finally, read UN resolutions on your topic to find out what issues tend to be discussed when your topic is debated. Resolutions passed by the General Assembly, Security Council, and ECOSOC can be found at the UN Documentation Center.
Model COP 12 – part III 

Now that you have written a background paper and a draft resolution I want you to refine these documents to produce an updated position paper and a draft resolution representing the views of your country on how to mitigate global warming. 

On Thursday, we will have informal meetings and discussion (aka caucusing) at Mazarro’s Coffee and Italian Market. Please come prepared to engage in specific discussion on how to mitigate climate change, along with questions for the other countries. Please prepare at least 6 specific questions and pass in these questions to me to demonstrate you have prepared. 

Next Tuesday, we will engage in the formal negotiations. Please prepare a 2-minute speech that includes your country’s position and that summarizes your resolution. 

Position Papers

Many conferences require that each delegation submit a position paper -- information outlining each delegation's policies on the topics being discussed in their specific committee. The position paper helps the delegates organize their ideas and share their foreign policy with the rest of the committee. Your position paper should be at least three pages in length, not including references. 

What the paper should include: 

The position paper should include a brief introduction and a comprehensive breakdown of the country's position on the topics that are being discussed within the committee. An excellent position paper would include: 

· the country's background on climate change, the Kyoto Protocol, and mechanisms to reduce global warming; 

· political and/or foreign policy already enacted; 

· specific actions taken by the government;

· conventions, and resolutions that the country has approved;

· quotes taken from speeches made by heads of government 

· the type of resolution the country hopes to accomplish. 

· a complete reference list 

In your position paper, I would like you to focus on three questions: 

6. How much to change global greenhouse gas emissions 

a. over the next decade

b. over the next century

7. How much of these emissions your country should be responsible for. 

8. How your country will meet these emission goals. 

and focus on two mechanisms:

9. Clean Development Mechanisms - Whether forests should be used as a carbon sink.

10. Emissions Trading

Draft Resolutions: Our simulation will be dedicated in part to negotiating agreement on draft resolutions within the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UN FCCC). All students should learn about the form and content of these types of resolutions. Accordingly, every student must write one draft resolution. These resolutions will be short, not more than one page. You should write a resolution independently, and then you will work within your delegations to refine and revise these resolutions. I have included guidelines for writing draft resolutions.
Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated. Plagiarism is the act of trying to pass off someone else's ideas, words, thoughts or inventions as one's own. Plagiarism may be intentional or unintentional, but it is a violation of academic integrity in either case. You must acknowledge your use of other's work when you quote them word for word (you must use quotation marks in the case of direct quotations), paraphrase, borrow ideas, incorporate factual information from someone else's work, or rely on another person's organization of material. If your paper includes uncited information and/or I suspect plagiarism, I will not grade your paper until you provide satisfactory documentation of your sources. If I discover a case of cheating or plagiarism, I will impose the most serious penalty contingent on the nature of the violation. Please see me if you still have questions about academic dishonesty.

