Prologue: 

I found this simulation to be the high point of the class. Ending the semester, it allowed students to explore the subject on their own, to drill deep into the internet and realize it’s enormous potential, and to relate to each other in an academic fashion. I pushed them hard, requiring time intensive assignments before every class period. I let them know well ahead of time that it would take considerable effort on their part, and encouraged them to plan their schedules accordingly. 

The end product was excellent; students fully appreciated the complexity of the science, the challenges in the international negotiation process, as well as how hard it will be to get different parties to agree to substantially reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Two and three years later, I still get students reflecting on the outcome; one student switched from science to environmental law. 

Tips: 

· best in a class less than about 25 students. From 12 to 25 students, have them pair up rather than be on their own. 

· If feasible, have the second day of meetings and discussion in a coffee house. This turned out to be worth the effort. 

· Let the students do their own work; don’t feed them too much information ahead of time. In contrast, make sure that gross errors or misconceptions are corrected in class and in print. 

Schedule

Readings are assigned in advance on the climate change negotiation process.

Day One

· Draft copy of Background paper and Position paper is due. 

· A representative from each country reviews their interests and concerns regarding the upcoming negotiations, including a summary of the Background and Position papers. 

· Lecture-based overview of the Kyoto Protocol, and the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).
Day Two

Informal meetings and discussion to prepare for formal negotiations. I have, in the past, done this in a venue appropriate to the actual meeting site (e.g. over Italian coffee and pastries when COP 9 was in Milan, Italy. 

Day Three / Four

Final copy of both Background paper and Position paper due. 

Formal negotiations occur in class.

Day Three /Four

Final plenary of meeting in class with final resolution(s) on how to mitigate climate change. 

Suggestions for students: 

· Learn about the country's viewpoints on issues related to climate change (e.g. sea level rise, energy use, fossil fuel reservoirs). 

· Know your allies and your opposition. In order to adequately represent your country during the conference, you will need to interact with delegates from other countries. Knowing their positions will help you predict their arguments during debate. This will be very useful in helping you decide in advance where it might be useful to seek cooperation or compromise. 

· Remember it is not your opinion you are representing but “your”country’s perspective. 

· Be aware of different political perspectives: East vs. West and North vs. South. 
· Compromise is an art, treat it that way.
