
An example of how to craft your elevator talk for a particular audience 

(Provided by Dr. Sandra Yuter, a meterologist at North Carolina State University)

Two variations on an elevator talk for the same researcher are provided below.  They are intended to illustrate how you can alter your description of your work to suit a particular audience.  

If Dr. Yuter was describing her work to other atmospheric scientists, she might provide the following brief description :

My research spans the continuum from the formation of clouds to deep convective precipitation. Of particular interest are the physics of precipitation development from clouds and the wind structures that determine precipitation occurrence and location. Current activities are focused on the joint interactions among aerosols, clouds, and drizzle over the oceans and rain and snow over hills and mountains.  My research group combines and synthesizes information from observations obtained by aircraft, surface instrumentation, and remote sensing measurements from weather radar, lidar and satellites. 

If she was describing her work to someone outside of the atmospheric sciences, here’s how she might frame it:

When storms approach the US west coast, flood forecasters need to know where and how much it will  rain at scales of about a 1 mile associated with small watersheds.  My research uses weather radar observations to study the underlying physics of precipitation.  I collaborate with an expert in numerical forecast modeling to translate what we learn from observations into improved forecasts.

In both scenarios she has provided a clear and concise description of her research--what differs is the amount of detail she includes, based upon her audience.  Recognize that if people understand your elevator talk, they are always able to ask follow up questions if they want to learn more.  Too often, scientists “front load” the description of their work with too many details and lose their audience early.  Use this example as you develop your own effective descriptions of your research!

