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Most faculty will teach at least one type of introductory class as an Assistant Professor.  One of the most difficult aspects of such teaching is preparing lectures that cover material at the appropriate level in an engaging fashion.  During this session we will consider some content and think about how to structure discussion of that content to maximize student success. Assume this is a 50 minute class (with no lab) having 100 students.
Suppose you were structuring a lesson around sections 4.4 and 4.5 (pages 87-101) of the draft chapter on plate tectonics from the 2nd Edition of The Good Earth: An Introduction to Earth Science (McConnell et al., 2008).  

1. Briefly describe three major learning objectives associated with this material.  These are things you would want the student to be able to do at the end of the class.

a.

b.

c.

d. Select the learning objective you think is most important and briefly explain why you selected that learning objective. _________

2. Assume you already covered supporting concepts necessary for students to learn about your most important learning objective.  Outline how you would structure the portion of the class covering this concept (e.g. display Figure 4.X and discuss interactions: 3 minutes).  Make note of possible formative assessments that might provide student self-assessment opportunities.



Concept



Assessment
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