Earth Science Scrapbook 

In order to demonstrate to your students that Earth Science is relevant to their lives, you will need to make connections between things that are familiar to your students and the concepts that you are going to teach them.  One way to do this is to make your students aware of Earth Science in the news.  Other ways to make these connections involve finding the "Earth science" in familiar objects. 

Scrapbook Items: 
        Over the course of this semester, collect news articles, postcards, photos, advertisements and other images that illustrate one aspect or another of Earth science.  The assignment is to find the "geology" in things that will be familiar to your students, things that will help your students see the connection between the outside world and their Earth Science  lessons.  For this reason, you must use materials outside of textbooks and other prepared curriculum materials including those found on government and university web sites.  Some magazines, like Scientific American, National Geographic and Discover, have articles that look and sound very much like text books.  They are nice resource materials, but  for this assignment not more than 1 of your captioned items should be articles of this nature.  To discourage the use of textbook photos,  the back side of all clipped images must be accessible.  Electronic images are not permitted, with the exception of those that are contained in news articles. 

Captions: 
        Each item must have a caption that contains: 1) Earth Science content (topic) information - pretend you are explaining what the item depicts to a colleague who does not know any Earth Science, 2) information about the source of the item. Figuring out what Earth science content belongs in the caption may seem difficult at first.  However, it usually only requires a bit of brainstorming.  For example, when looking at a picture, ask yourself: "what do I see?".  If the answer is "a lake", then brainstorm on what you have learned about lakes in this class.  You might remember that a lake represents an area where the water table is above the ground's surface.  You could then incorporate this information into your caption.  Newspaper articles already have headlines and consist of lots of words, but they often don't give much in the way of geologic background information.  For example, they won't tell you where Turkey is relative to the plate boundaries and what tectonic process probably caused the recent large earthquake there.  An article might focus on the plants and animals living in a swamp but it won't mention what type of geologic environment it is or what type of rock is forming there.  The information regarding the source of the item should include the title of the publication, a volume and page number if appropriate, and a date.  If a news item was found on the web, then you must include the web address, the name of the organization responsible for the web site and the date the item was downloaded. 

*Examples of topics:  landforms, streams, soil, sedimentary rocks, metamorphic rocks, igneous rocks, volcanoes, minerals 
*Examples of sources:  magazine add, travel brochure, travel magazine article, educational magazine article, newspaper, worldwide web, personal travel photos, postcards, national park brochures 
 

