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Introductory Remarks

Benefits of a Syllabus (taken from Penn State web resources)
1. A Syllabus is a Contract - Though not in the legal sense, it allows you to spell out course expectations and assignments early in the semester. As a written document, a syllabus presents fewer ambiguities than a spoken presentation would (and you can refer students who missed early classes to the syllabus). 

2. Central Reference for Students - Students like to refer to a central document containing detailed assignments, readings and schedules throughout a semester in order to keep themselves on track. 

3. Effective Planning Document - A detailed syllabus stating course goals and methods can help instructors better plan the most effective presentation of course content. A poorly-written syllabus can affect student attitude, performance, civility, and may cause legal complications. 

4. Repository for Other Instructors - A strong syllabus can be used by other instructors to plan similar courses they may be teaching. 

Small Group Syllabus Development

Group Discussion

NOTES

