At the University of Vermont, we are using images to step back in time and teach students about human/landscape interaction — our work is tied to the Landscape
Change Program, which we consider to be a virtual time machine; its 10,000+ images are freely accessible on the web at uvm.edu/perkins/landscape.

We have just received NSF support (Educational Materials Development) to pilot web and classroom-based educational materials founded on the yet-to-be-formally-
tested hypothesis that photographic images of landscapes are a more effective catalyst for student engagement and learning than traditional diagrammatic
approaches. In other words, does the interest we see anecdotally in the classroom when we use such photographs actually translate into sustained student attention,
better learning outcomes, and a more favorable impression of the learning environment as a whole? So far so good, but, how do we know what students really see in
the images we show them?

What do you see?
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Our work over the next few months, and one of our interests in attending this workshop, is to figure out how we will know better what students actually see when
looking at an image. Unless we understand how the body of learners we seek to serve actually sees and interprets images, we won't be able to design meaningful
educational activities or even properly design evaluation exercises to see If the activities we create are working. Out immediate goal is thus to understand better the
spectrum of ways in which students see and interpret images documenting the interaction of people and the natural landscape.

HELP US LEARN

As part of the NSF Educatlonal Materials
Development effort to design effective
curricular materials, we are trying to learn
what different groups of people see in
Images. Please, take 5 minutes and fill ou
the survey. We’'ll compile and distribute the
results to the group.
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