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Unnatural Disaster?

Ecuador: An Energy Case History in the Making

The Context

Texaco, now owned by Chevron, left a legacy of environmental destruction in the Amazonian rainforest of Ecuador. Vast-but not unlimited-oil reserves worth billions of dollars remain in other parts of Ecuador's rainforest, including the Yasuni National Park.
.
Geography and culture

www.eoearth.org/article/Energy_profile_of_Ecuador
www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ec.html
www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/sa.htm
www.liveyasuni.org/
The Question

In exchange for not producing oil from Yasuni, the government of Ecuador has asked for support from the international community: half of the estimated value of the oil that won't be produced.
Consider

Should the United States and other wealthy countries who might buy this oil support environmental preservation instead?

Can this oil be produced without damaging ecosystems and disrupting lives?

Should wealthy countries buy oil drilled from environmentally sensitive areas beyond their borders while they oppose drilling in their own sensitive environments?

What are the alternatives to drilling for every last drop of oil everywhere?

What is the most ethical course of action and plan for the future?

Assignments

11/10 Monday 

Summary of your reading due plus in class discussion of the context, questions and 



 considerations
11/12 Wednesday
Summary of your reading due plus discussion of the context, questions and 




considerations

11/17 Monday

Timelines due and conclusions

11/19 Wednesday
Pre-event risk assessment statement

The ticket to the Event

11/22 Saturday

Unnatural disaster event

11/24 Monday

Post event synthesis

12/3   Wednesday
Position paper due
10% Summary of Reading
A summary of your readings will be due twice as seen in the assignment calendar. The summary is to contain a brief synopsis of what you found. Read in context. Highlight key information, and keep the highlighted text. Type a summary, to be no more than 1 page, and keep a copy of the summaries.
10% Timeline
Construct a timeline of events. You decide what key events and information goes on the timeline. Type the timeline and keep a copy.

10% Preliminary Risk Assessment

Write a preliminary assessment of the risks associated with drilling and extracting oil from the Yasuni National Forest. Type a summary, to be no more than 1 page, and keep a copy of the summary.

The Ticket to the Event

Completion of the reading summaries, timeline and preliminary risk assessment is your ticket to the event. Incompletion of these assignments will result in the removal of your name from the event roster and a resultant loss of 30% of the project grade.
30% The Unnatural Disaster Event

Each of the students in this class attending the event will be assigned a table. Students from other disciplines will also be at your table. You will represent the geologic perspective. Tasks will occur during the two hour timeframe and your table team will produce a risk assessment.

Have copies of your summaries, timeline and risk assessment with you. Make 5 copies of your timeline and preliminary risk assessment for the rest of the table team.

40% Position Paper

Write a position paper that captures your perspectives on the Ecuadorian oil situation in the context of the events and world energy situation. Answer this question

In what ways is the situation in Ecuador an Unnatural Disaster?
Minimum 3 pages, standard formatting  MLA, minimum 5 sources, minimum 3 citations in the text.

Scoring

Total weight of the Unnatural Disasters Project is equal to 15% of the overall semester grade

10% Summary of Reading

10% Timeline

30% The Unnatural Disaster Event

10% Preliminary Risk Assessment

40% Position Paper

Suggested Online Research

www.texaco.com/sitelets/ecuador/en
www.oxfamamerica.org/whatwedo/where_we_work/south_america/news_publications/texaco/art7346.html
news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/americas/7000345.stm
( links on the right under 'see also')

www.amnestyusa.org/business-and-human-rights/chevron-corp/chevron-in-ecuador/page.do?id=1101670
www.amazonwatch.org/newsroom/view_news.php?id=1632
www.amazonwatch.org/amazon/EC/
Video Clips

http.dvlabs.com/mofilms/Justicia640.mp4
www.amazonwatch.org/newsroom/index.php?type=video
(Some news-clips to watch. Others are also on this page)


Chevron: The Real Human Story in Ecuador

Democracy Now: Chevron Accused of Geopolitical Blackmail

ABC 7 reports on Chevron's disaster in Ecuador


CBS5 reports on Chevron's Ecuador disaster


Channel 2 News reporting: Court expert smacks Chevron with up to $16 billion in damages for 




polluting indigenous lands in the Amazon SOS:

A Public Service Announcement Narrated by Martin Sheen


Crude Reflections Photo Exhibit Opening Night


ChevronTexaco: Clean Up Ecuador


(TV ad narrated by Cary Elwes)


ChevronTexaco: Ecuador´s Black Plague


Exposing toxic pollution in the Amazon
Glg 110 Geologic Disasters in the Environment

Unnatural Disaster: Yasuni National Park

CGCC Fall 2008

Dr. R. A. Schiesser


