Love Canal: Unnatural Disaster?
Assignments and Readings

Love Canal is a special feature of the course which will be used to examine the notion of an "Unnatural Disaster?". During our analysis of this case history we will produce two important products that we will use when our class attends the special event scheduled for November 20th. The two products all students are required to have are


A timeline of events


A summary of the facts

Timeline of events

The timeline of events will be the first product we will work on and students will amend and add to the timeline as additional information comes to light during the next 3 weeks, in the lead up to the event. The required components of the timeline are dates, events, people, setting and outcomes. The timeline is an objective tool designed to provide an overview of the Love Canal case history. Students are required to read and gather ideas and information to add to their timelines. Each student will construct a timeline on strips of paper provided in class. Finalized timelines should be neat and complete. 

Preliminary timelines are due November 5th, 12th
Finalized timelines are due November 14th.

A check will be made for preliminary timelines and finalized timelines, and a score will be added to each student's grade for these timeline checks and final products. Opportunities will occur in class to benefit from other students' timelines and ideas.

Students who do not produce a timeline will not be allowed to attend the event and will subsequently receive no credit for the event.

Summary of the facts

The summary of facts will be the result of readings and discussions. The summary of facts will be a compilation of smaller summaries made from individual readings and discussions in class. The required components of the summary of facts are the source of information, the key facts contained in the reading, how the information fits into the case history and your developing opinion. The summary of facts is a subjective tool designed to provide a perspective of the Love Canal case history. Students will be required to read and write a summary of each reading in brief form and then compile the summaries into a final form. Finalized summaries are to be typed, neat and complete.

Preliminary summaries are due November 7th, 12
Finalized timelines are due November 14th

A check will be made for preliminary summaries and finalized summaries, and a score will be added to each student's grade for these summary checks and final products. Opportunities will occur in class to benefit from other students' summaries and ideas.

Students who do not produce a summary will not be allowed to attend the event and will subsequently receive no credit for the event.

By November 5th, all students are required to read
ublib.buffalo.edu/libraries/projects/lovecanal/

  Introduction to the Love Canal 
· Chronology 
· Maps 
· Aerial Photographs 

· Neighborhood Photographs 

and produce a preliminary timeline.

By November 7th each student will read one of the remaining 8 readings and bring a preliminary summary to class. We will sign up for a reading rotation.

By November 14th students will be required to have read as many of the remaining readings as possible and to have finalized the timelines and summary of facts. 

On each of the due dates students will meet in small groups to process and share their findings. 
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