Brainstorming Idea Session
Consider the following for a possible classroom activity:

What type of affective domain challenges does this activity seek to address? Examples include increasing student motivation, creating positive learning environments, overcoming the "I can't do science" attitude, or engaging in a potentially controversial topic.

This activity seeks to address the belief that geology has nothing to do with students’ lives.  When students leave the classroom, they need to understand that geology influences their lives from brushing their teeth to driving to school to what they wear. 
.
Describe the activity.

The activity would start with a brainstorming session by asking students to think about items they use daily that might have come from geology. We hope this will prompt them to think about what their house is made from, to what their computers, music listening devices, cell phones, and cars are made from, to the pure enjoyment of gemstones.  We also want to cater our discussion to our Native American population by relating certain gemstones to some of their beliefs, such as connecting turquoise to Sacred Peace.
How would you assess if the goals had been met?
(1) Provide opportunities for students to express (written or verbal) ways that geology is important to their daily lives.

(2) Understand that geologists know where to find the materials necessary to make all these products.
.
References or other resources that would be useful for this activity?

If your class is small enough, it would be nice to have a “bag” of different kinds of minerals discussed in the activity.
