Student Motivations and Attitudes:

The Role of the Affective Domain in Geoscience Learning

Tuesday February 13, 2007 Structured Academic Controversy
Overview (1 min)

Purpose is to come to consensus on what should be taught in a publicly-funded classroom regarding evolution.
Summary Findings (6 min.)

Each group has a 1.5-minute presentation. Allow for clarification questions only.

Panel A (6 min.)
1. Which perspective is generally characteristic of public school science, K – 12 and higher education?

2. Which perspective was generally characteristic of the discussion in Ohio the last several years regarding the teaching of evolution?

3. Which perspective/s has the Ohio Department of Education adopted in the most recent (2002) Ohio Academic content standards? 

4. Which perspective is generally characteristic of the NSES?

 (Each group has opportunity to respond with prepared answers to each question.) 

Open Discussion (5 min)

Questions allowed from other groups and audience to each position.

Panel B (6 min)

1. Should multiple perspectives be brought into the classroom?  K – 12? Higher education?  

 2. Is there a single best perspective that best meets the needs of a diverse, middle childhood classroom?  Consider various kinds of diversity – socioeconomic, ethnic, religious, morality/value-set, racial, intelligences/abilities, maturity, etc.
(Each group has opportunity to respond with prepared answers to each question.)

Open Discussion (5 min)

Questions allowed from other groups and audience to each position.

Formation of Consensus Resolution (3 min)

Based on our understanding of Science as defined in the NSES document, what should be taught in a publicly-funded classroom regarding evolution?
Reflection
How could you use this in your teaching situation? Is it adaptable for a large class? What other controversial topics would this work for? 

