On the Cutting Edge Focus Groups at AGU

We conducted two focus groups at the Fall 2004 AGU meeting.  The first group had 6 participants who used a variety of the On the Cutting Edge websites including Using Data, Visualizations, Course Design, and Human Health.  The second group had 5 participants who had all used the Petrology website extensively (and also indicated using a few other of the websites including Visualizations and Using Data).  The majority of all participants had attended at least one On the Cutting Edge workshop (3 participants indicated that they had wanted to attend a specific workshop but were not able to).

Prior to the 2 focus groups we developed the protocol and tested it via 3 interviews (1 in person and 2 telephone).  2 out of the 3 interview participants had attended an On the Cutting Edge workshop.  Several issues in particular arose as an outcome of the phone interviews: confusion over navigation limited users from exploring past a specific workshop website; users were not clear about the distinction between resources and activities; users would like to know what is new or has changed since there last visit.

The following bulleted list of items reflects the overarching ideas that came across in response to the questions asked.  Issues that came up at both focus groups are shaded.
Overall perspective:

· Easily overcome by all of the information on the site, particularly Petrology website

· Distinction between teaching examples and resources  is not always clear
· Users like knowing that content is legitimate; it is getting more and more important to have stamp of approval

· High amount of clicking to find information, particularly Petrology website 

· High variability in material quality  and  in pedagogical thoughts – some activities are loaded with the vernacular and these type of suggestions while others are more based on experience alone

Specific examples of what they used:

· Syllabus Database

· Paul Bierman’s website

· Use jigsaw examples

How have they used it:

· What’s the community thinking?

· Use when writing a proposal

· Find state of art information

· Find legit/vetted information

· Specific visualizations

Describe some of the ways it impacts your teaching or students’ learning?

· Some activities have made me change the way I teach.  Less lecture, more interactive.  Students remember the exercises more.

In your routine of developing and teaching a class, when and how does the Cutting Edge website fit in?

· “fill in gaps in my own resource  base” teaching petrology – ready to use activities are great --couple of days before teaching

· “Damage control” for changing plans.  Most people aren’t doing extensive course design months ahead

· Incorporate tools and resources into classes as they remake them

What do you think of the listserv?

· Need it too capture what was amazing at workshop in shared approaches and specific passions

· Would like when a topic is introduced that a moderator compiles and summarizes responses so only one email received

· The structural geology listserv is a pain in the neck – nods too many messages too often

· Bulletin boards are better as they are on own time

· Listserv manners are a problem 

Now, I’d like you to fill in the blank:  If the Cutting Edge website only had more “______”,    I would visit it as much as my favorite website.

· More activities on more topics – broader

· Links to other earth science sites specialized google

· Dept Chair information; Geology depts. Makeup, budgets – doesn’t care if AGI, AGU, or GSA but someone needs to provide

· Handouts for struct. geology on field methods

· Isotope data; just a description but no activity

· Appealing handouts; especially for new faculty

· Assessment Tools – rubrics, how are others doing it?  How to validate usefulness of activities/ visuals in class.

· Preprints of readings

· Increased linkages to other parts of SERC site

· How to get involved

· The addition of new resources identified

· Large class ideas

· Intro geology; geomorphology

· Depart from workshop topic organization

· Images that aren’t copyright with high quality in multiple formats

· More uniform development of activities (peer review)

All of you have really great insights into teaching and your own approaches to the activities in the classroom.  How can we make it easier for you to contribute these great ideas/activities?

· Submit an abstract to AGU or GS A that is really an exercise or activity – get same credit for it as would abstract; this is not a lot but it is something to add to teaching portfolio

· Need prescriptive structure for activities that would be submitted like a structured abstract; would like mini workshops for teaching petrology and struct. geo

· Would love to mini version of same workshop once again; attached to Agu or GSA

· Teaching method information at workshops/websites

· List of `10 easy ways to contribute (where? – main page

· Letter of thanks for contributions.  Peer Review

· Money/compensation for contributions

· why you should and when it is appropriate to contribute (the when being if you are in the middle of project do you wait until end or do a formative contribution)

What else would you like to tell us?

· geohazards, geomorphology, environmental geology, gen. ed service classes

· note that concept test question on Glacial retreat is not exactly correct – as B is not complete

· Virtual Courseware is example of best format/interface

· Teaching tips/vocab/something new – right up front, changed often

· Logos associated with different topics/parts of site

· Would like more resources on large classes

