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 Chris Jordan, Running the Numbers.

-9,960 mail order 
catalogs, the number 
shipped in the United 
States every 3 seconds!



Chris Jordan, Running the Numbers



Viz ACE

Quirk



Northfield Middle School
Running the Numbers Project

A Collaboration of NMS Students in Mr. John Bade’s four art classes 
& Carleton students in IDSC 100: Measured Thinking



A conjunction of many agendas
Involve students in digital art (and 
teach basic computer skills).

Promote quantitative reasoning.

Engage my students in a meaningful 
project.

Generate interest in the Chris 
Jordan exhibit and community 
involvement in the Weitz Center.

 1,000,000,000





Just what is a million?
 1,000,000

What about a billion?

 1,000,000,000
 1,000 x 1,000,000



About how many days does it take 
for a mi!ion seconds to tick away?

60 x 60 x 24 = 86,400 seconds/day

What about a bi!ion seconds?

 1,000,000,000

 11.5 days

 31.5 years
1,000 x 11.5 = 11,500 days

Paulos (1988), Innumeracy: Mathematical I!iteracy and its Consequences



Hans-Peter Feldmann



Guggenheim 
Museum Show

$100,000



Ellsworth Kelly,
Colors Arranged by 

Chance



Measure for Measure, Harvard University Carpenter Center 



Roman Opalka,
1 - 

“Time as we live it and we create it 
embodies our progressive disappearance.  

We are at the same time alive and in the 
face of death--that is the mystery of a! 

living beings.”



Two Million Grapes



Over a few weeks at NMS:
 Identify things we might describe with 
numbers and represent in an image.

  Find the relevant numbers.

Consider what our images might look 
like and how we could create them.

 Use digital photography and programs 
to compose an image.

 Exhibit the images in the Weitz Center.



A logistical nightmare!
 My class met MWF from 8:30-9:40.

John’s classes met MTWTh from 7:57-8:55 
and 8:59-9:50.

Wednesday has a late start!

NMS uses Gimp rather than Photoshop 
and places restrictions on web searches.

Classes alternate between M/W and T/Th.



Working Groups



Golden Arches



Hit the Clouds



I Put Ketchup on 
my Ketchup



Innocent Animals: 
The Pets We Lose



           It was great!
 17 groups; 17 finished images.

 Positive evaluation data & feedback.
 “Working with numbers can be fun.”
 “Numbers can’t tell you much that is useful.”

   Learned: the number; how to manipulate images; what digital art is.
   Liked: working with others; freedom to choose; the final image.

 We a! learned a lot.



Feast of Pizzas
Depicts a footba! field of (pepperoni) pizzas, the 

amount Americans consume every 15 minutes.

NMS Show: The Weitz Center 
White Space, January 9-31.


