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The below instructional exercises is done in class and module is done by teams outside of class and 
reported in class through written and/or oral reports.
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One is the growing inequality between college and high school graduates, the “college-high school 
earnings gap.” Supporting this assertion with economic data is a difficult task yet an important issue.  
The file labeled "WORK2K-25" will begin the quantitative reasoning process by which we can better 

understand this important trend.1

                                                           
1 Levy, F. (1995). Incomes and Income Inequality. In R. Farley, State of the Union: America in the 1990s (Vol. 1: 

Economic Trends, pp. 1-57). New York: Russell Sage Foundation. 

 
 
I will then project the software onto the classroom screen and work through how to use the WebCHIP 
software. Once the file is opened, I will ask them to verbally describe the data in the descriptor at the 
top of the page and its limitations. 
 
Then, I will create an info table and ask the class to talk about the causal order line.  Next, I will do an 
percent across and percent down education-earnings cross tabulation.  The students will write their 
interpretation of any three numbers from each table and read them to the class.   
 
Next, I will enter the percent difference and explain the difference between percentage points and 
percent changes. 
 
Finally, I will proceed to show them how to combine earnings categories and omit education categories 
with the goal of only looking at high school and college graduates and their respective earnings 
relationships.  Both percent across and percent down cross tabulation tables will be used to see the 
earnings advantage of college graduates. 
 
As an out-of-class assignment I can have them repeat our in-class exercise using pre-1990 census data 
with the warning that the categories are not exactly identical and therefore require some decisions on 
their part.  (I have some reservations about having them deal with this data problem so early in the 
course.)   
 
I will assign students to their teams and have them do their first out-of-classroom project.  The 
assignment will be graded satisfactory/unsatisfactory. 
 

http://www.ssdan.net/cgi-bin/datacounts/webchipchoice.cgi?webchip=datasets/pc/cen1990/work2k-25.dat�

