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CensusScope Assignment 
 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES:  
 
Skill 

• Using software to access and analyze census data 
• Identifying independent and dependent variables 
• Learning how to construct, read, and interpret bivariate tables displaying 

frequencies and percentages 
• Identifying population trends over time 

 
Substance 

• To explore US Census data  

 
This assignment will require the use of the Internet.  It must be done individually. 
 
The purpose of this assignment is to familiarize you with interpreting charts and graphs by using 
a credible source (US Census).  You are encouraged to explore the webpage beyond the 
requirements of this assignment as you may find the information very interesting and it may be 
beneficial for you to use in your other courses. 
 
Exercise #1= 4 points 

1. Go to the following page: http://www.censusscope.org/ 
2. Click on charts and trends tab at the top of the page 
3. Under Census Trend Chart, click educational attainment. 
4. Looking at the chart provided, tell me the following information 

a. Overall, how has the educational attainment levels between 1990 and 2000 
changed (1/2 point)? 

 
b. Which levels of educational attainment have increased over this ten year period 

(meaning more people have achieved a particular education level) (1/2 point)? 
 

c. Would you say this change is positive or negative?  Explain why you feel this way 
(1 point). 

 
5. Now, control for educational attainment by state.  On the left hand side of the screen 

change the location to South Dakota and tell me the following information: 
a. Overall, how has the educational attainment between 1990 and 2000 changed 

(1/2 point)? 
 
b. Which levels of educational attainment have increased over this ten year period 

(1/2 point)? 
 

 

http://www.censusscope.org/�


 
6. How do the changes in South Dakota compare to the United States? Is this a good or 

bad thing and why (1 point)? 
 

 
Exercise #2= 3 points 

7. At the top of the page, click on Maps. 
8. On the left hand side of the screen, under race, click American Indian Population 
9. Looking at this map, list 8 states that have counties with 12.6%–28.2% people who 

identify themselves as American Indian or Eskimo and as non-Hispanic (1 point). 
 
 

10. Click on the state of South Dakota.  How has race and ethnicity changed in this state 
from 1980 to 2000 (1 point)? 

 
 
11. Now click on Brookings County located at the left of your screen.  How is the race and 

ethnicity population in 2000 different in Brookings County compared to the state of 
South Dakota as a whole?  Please answer this question by using specific percentages      
(1 point). 

 
 
Exercise #3= 2 points 

12. Under the Maps tab, click under Unmarried Couples.  Of all the states, what state has 
mostly households consisting of unmarried couples of the same or opposite sex ranging 
from 0.0% –1.2% (1 point)? 

 
 

Under the Maps tab, click under Nuclear Family.  Of all the states, what state has mostly 
households with children 18 years of age or under which are headed by a married couple   
(79.8% –100%) (1 point)? 
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