GENDER AND FAMILY
LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 

Skill
· Using software to access and analyze census data

· Identifying independent and dependent variables

· Employing control variables

· Learning how to construct, read, and interpret bivariate tables displaying frequencies and percentages

· Identifying population trends over time

Substance

· To discuss the topics of income and poverty
LOADING A DATASET
1. Go to http://www.ssdan.net/datacounts
2. Click on the “Data” in the menu bar

3. From there, click “Browse” on the left sidebar. Find the desired data set in the drop-down box and select it.

4. Scroll down through the list of data sets until you find your data set. Highlight and click “submit.” 
Group Project--Gender

For this project, you will explore two topics:  1)occupational mobility and 2) earnings.  I suggest that each of you take responsibility for one question, and that you then come together to discuss your findings and interpret the data.

1.  Occupational Mobility:  Use the file Doctors9.  This is a file from the 1990 census (found in cen1990) which examines the distribution of doctors by age, sex, race and earnings.   To answer this, look at the following questions:

a. Compare the gender distribution of doctors at each age group.  Is there any difference between the two groups?  You may want to represent this as a pie chart.  (Crosstab age and sex)

b. Compare the earnings of males and females for each age group. What does this tell you?  (Crosstab earnings by sex by age)

c. Compare the earnings of males and females for each age group controlling for race.  

2. Earnings:  This is based on census data on occupation, gender, education and earnings.  The data for this is in three files:  WORK9-25, WORK9-35, WORK9-45 (found in cen1990).  These files look respectively at the work situation of 25-34 yr olds, 35-44 yr. olds and 45-54 yr olds.   The occupation variable divides work into four categories:  1)top white collars--professionals, administrators, managers; 2)other white collar--clerical and sales; 3)service--household work, or services such as restaurant work; 4)blue collar--skilled  and less skilled blue collar work.

a. For each age group, look at the gender distribution of occupations (crosstab sex and occupations).  How does the distribution change as we move through age groups?

b. For each age group, look at the gender distribution of earnings.  Is the wage gap decreasing as women get younger?

c. For each age group, look at the gender distribution of earnings controlling for occupation.  How much of the difference in earnings can be attributed to occupational differences?

Group Project--Education

For this exercise you will examine the relationship between education and various demographic variables.   Who is likely to receive more education?

1. Is someone's level of education related to age, race or sex?  For this you will use the file EDUC5090.DAT (found in centrend).   Run one crosstab for each of these variables--e.g.  EDUC by Gender, EDUC by Age, EDUC by RACE.  For now look only at the year 1990.

2. Using the same data set, how much do these variables interact?  For example, are black women more likely to be educated than black men?  Run a crosstab of EDUC by Gender, controlling for RACE.  What affect does age have?  Crosstab EDUC by Gender by Age, then EDUC by Race by Age.  Finally, complete the same analyses for the year 1950.  Are educational differences disappearing?

Group Project—Family I

These exercises will explore levels of marital attainment and the relationship between poverty and household type.  Are people more likely to never get married, or are they simply putting off marriage?   Do divorce rates vary by race?  

Use the file MARITAL9 (found in cen1990) for all the following three questions.

1. Show the marital status distribution of each age group.  What is the dominant status in each age group?  Do your findings surprise you?  (Crosstab Marital by Age).

2. Examine the marital status differences by race (Crosstab Marital by RaceLat).  Discuss you findings.  Control for age.  Do you see any important patterns?  (Marital by RaceLat by Age)

3. Analyze the differences in the proportion of divorced people by race.  Discuss significant differences between races.   

For the next question use the data set COHAB9-w (women) and COHAB9-m (men) (found in 1990).
4. Examine the age distribution of those who are currently cohabiting (Marstus by Age).   Are there significant differences?  Are men or women with more education likely to be cohabiting?  (Marstus by age by educ)

Group Project—Family II

In these exercises you will examine differences in marital status and the trends in teenage child bearing.

1. Using the file MARR502k (found in custom), examine the marital status distribution of Americans from 1950 to 1990.  What patterns do you see?

2. Using data from 1950 to 1990 in the file MARR502k, look specifically at the marital status distribution of people ages 15-24.  What trends to you notice?  What happens when you control for race?

3. Using the file BORN5090 (found in centrend), examine the percentage of 35-44 year old women who have ever had children.  Also look at the percentage of 35-44 year old women who have had three or more children.  Describe any significant trends.

4. Using the file BORN9 (found in cen1990), focus on 1990.  For each race/ethnic group, look at the percentage of women who have had three or more children.  Does a woman's education level play a role in her childbearing decisions?

5. Using the file TNFM5090 (found in custom), examine trends in teen pregnancy.  From 1950 to 1990, are more teenagers having babies (Crosstab child by year)?  How do the trends compare by race?

6. What effect does education have on the likelihood of having a baby?  Does education have the same effect for each racial group?

