Preparation Handout
Service-Learning Project 

Handout #1-Preparing for your first meeting with your group

Before your first meeting with your group you should:

1. Ask yourself the following question: “Given what I know about this topic, what do I want the high school students to know about this topic?” Also, ask yourself why it is important or useful for these students to learn more about this topic. How will they benefit from your presentation? Think about your learning objective will be.  

2. Search for a newspaper or magazine article that addresses the topic you will be presenting at the high school (see the New York Times, Wall Street Journal, The Economist). The article(s) your group selects will be distributed to the high school students prior to your presentation. Along with the article(s), you will also submit a set of discussion questions that the high school students should think or write about prior to your presentation.

3. Once you have located an article, read the article and think about how you might incorporate the article into your presentation.  

4. In addition, begin to think about the readings you have already completed for this class and what information from the readings you are going to focus on and how you are going to modify that information for your audience. The information you choose should be tailored to your audience. 

5. Begin thinking about ways to make the class interactive. Can you use role playing, scenarios, or debates? Can you create a game? Can you use small group work followed by a larger class discussion? Will you use power-point? Will you have a handout? Be as creative and interactive as you can. 

During your first meeting as a group you should:

1. Share the articles you have found with your group members and how the article(s) relate to your topic. You should bring extra copies of the article to the group meeting so that all members can have copies.

2. Now determine what article(s) or articles you are going to assign to the high school students. 

3. Start to think about the discussion questions that you will attach to the article. While the questions should relate to the readings, you may also ask other questions that you think will help students begin thinking about the topic. Again, your discussion questions should address what you want your students to know. 

Share your ideas on creating an interactive class with your group.

