POSC 226 Public Political Attitudes Assignment

In class we read the Shamir and Shamir  ( 1997)  “Pluralistic Ignorance Across Issues and Over Time: Information Cues and Biases.”  The Public Opinion Quarterly, Vol. 61, No. 2.   The authors analyzed the propensity of members of the public to misperceive the majority position and attitudes of their fellow citizens on important topics.  The authors noted that this misperception included both relative ignorance (under- or over-estimating the size of the majority even when the substantive position was correctly identified) and absolute ignorance when a minority position was erroneously believed to be the majority one. 

The Shamir and Shamir article focuses on externally generated pluralistic ignorance and uses the presence of norms, uniformity of opinion and media effects to identify which issues were likely to exhibit greater PI symptoms.  However, alongside these environmental factors, social-cognition scholarships suggests that there may be 'individual-level processes' that lead to misperception of public attitudes. 

The 'False Consensus Effect', for example, is an attribution pattern that suggests that individuals tend to perceive their own behavior as typical and over-estimate the degree to which others share their beliefs or would make similar decisions. 

For our in-class surveys (available in the Course Materials folder) you were asked about your positions on several current issues and then prompted to estimate the proportion of the public that shared your views. Use this data to analyze the degree to which students in PSOC226 manifested this attribution bias. For baseline figures on public opinion use same source we investigated in our  in-class workshop:  the American National Election Study available in an on-line anlaysis system at the ICPSR    ICPSR main site is at  http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/ICPSR/  you will need to create a user-ID. 

This paper should not be longer than 600 words (two pages typed-double spaced). You may append an additional page that includes a table or figure (with number and title) as long as you refer to, and explain, this material in the main text of your response. 

If you choose to complete this SRP your paper is due no later than Thursday Feb 19th at 5:00 PM
