	Group Report Information
Groups, consisting of three persons, will undertake and present a 'state-of-the art' profile on one of the topics below.  If you want to work on another topic, please check with Prof. Whitlock).  Note that topics are open-ended questions that will require considerable research, thought and some creativity.  You should consult published scientific literature, web-based materials, interviews, news articles, and other sources for your evidence.  It is highly unlikely that the project will be adequately covered in textbooks, or that the information will be available in a single source.  Groups are encouraged to regularly consult with Prof. Whitlock or the TAs to better define their topic.  

The assignment consists of a a contract, and outline, a written group report (with one possible revision) and a class presentation.  

Here’s the schedule:

Sept 13: Group contract is due in class.

Oct 25: An outline of your paper and presentation and a list of your key references is due in class.

Nov 15: The final written report from each group is due in class.  This report should be about 3000 words (10-12 pages, double spaced), in addition to significant illustrative material and scientific bibliography citations.  

Dec 6:  Any revisions of paper are due (and you must hand in the original marked-up copy.  

Nov 27-29; Dec. 4-6: Class presentations--15 minute long 

Check out the policies concerning plagiarisms and proper scientific citation (Under Basic Course Information).  The presentations and the report are a major part of your grade.  The grade will depends on your effort within the group, but we expect that all group members share the workload equally.

Project Topics

1. WOLVES: What challenges will YNP face as they try to maintain healthy wolf populations (provide background, science of wolf management, public opinion and new regulations, projected climate change, increased visitation, etc.)?

2. GRIZZLY BEARS: What challenges will YNP face as they try to maintain healthy grizzly bear populations (provide background, science of bear management, public opinion and new regulations, projected climate change, increased visitation, etc.)?

3. CUTTHROAT TROUT:  What challenges will YNP face as they try to maintain healthy cutthroat trout populations (provide background, science of fisheries management, public opinion and new regulations, projected climate change, increased visitation, etc.)?

4. WHITEBARK PINE: What challenges will YNP face as they try to maintain healthy whitebark pine populations (provide background, science of forest management, public opinion and new regulations, projected climate change, increased visitation, etc.)?

5. FIRE POLICY AFTER 1988:  How did fire policy change after the 1988 fires?  How have the forests recovered?  How effective is the new policy and what’s in the future with respect to fire policy? 

6. BIOPROSPECTING:  Describe the issue of bioprospecting in YNP and internationally (CITES)?  Why is this controversial and what is the National Park doing about it?

7. HUMAN IMPACTS:  Should YNP limit car traffic like other national parks have done.  If so, why, how and what are the issues?

8. WINTER ACCESS:  Should YNP restrict winter access to the public?  If so, why, how and what are the issues?

9. PREHISTORY OF YNP:  What is the archeological history of YNP and how is it used by the Park?

10. CULTURAL HISTORY:  How much protection is given to YNP and GTNP recent cultural history (the history of the Park exploration, tourism, etc.)?  Using examples, discuss some of the issues and concerns?

11. MINING IN THE GYE:  Should mining be allowed in the Greater Yellowstone ecosystem?  

12. RECREATION IN YNP:  Should kayaking and other recreational activities (mountain climbing) be allowed in YNP?

13. INSECT OUTBREAKS:  How concerned should we be about current mountain pine beetle and budworm outbreaks in forests in the GYE?

14. INTRODUCED SPECIES:  Lake trout, brook trout, and brown trout have all be introduced to streams of the GYE.  What are the scientific issues and what is being done?

15. FROGS, TOADS, AND OTHER AMBHIBIANS:  Amphibians are declining around the world.  What are some of the explanations and what is the status in the GYE?

16. GEOLOGICAL TREASURES IN YNP:  Why is obsidian from Yellowstone so important?   What is its archeological significance?  Why and how does the Park protect this resource?

17. GEYSER ACTIVITY:  Describe the recent trends in geyser activity in YNP and what it means to geologists.

18.  YELLOWSTONE’S CONSERVATION AND POLITICAL STATUS:  The Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem is a World Heritage Site that includes three states, multiple national parks, wildlife refuges, Indian reservations, state lands, and private lands.  Describe the status and protection of GYE from a local to international perspective.  What have been the challenges of managing/protecting such a complex entity?




