Special Seminar:

Early Ideas and Evidence of Continental Drift 

and Plate Tectonics

Our university is very fortunate to have five Distinguished Lecturers on campus this semester offering a series of classes on their ideas and views of continental drift and plate tectonics.  Each weekday, a class is taught by a different instructor (no two instructors hold classes at the same time).  The classes have proven very popular, boasting enrollments of up to 35 students.  Form the information provided, match each instructor (one is Sir Edward Bullard) with the weekday and time he teaches, as well as the number of students (15, 20, 25, 30, or 35) in each class.

1)  Sir Edward Bullard’s class meets exactly two days later in the week than does the class with 20 students.

2)  Alexander du Toit’s class has exactly 5 fewer students than does the class held the day after his.

3)  Edward Suess holds his class the day before the one taught at 1:00 PM, which is held the day before the class with 35 students.

4)  The class with 25 students is held at some point earlier in the day than Harry Hess’s, which is held at some point earlier in the day than the class held on Tuesdays.

5)  The class held at 9:00 AM has exactly 5 more students than does the Thursday class, which has exactly 5 more students than does Edward Suess’s class.

6)  The Friday class has fewer students than at least one other class.

7)  The class held at 8:00 PM meets on Monday nights.

PART II:  Identify Yourself!

Who are these Distinguished Lecturers on campus?  What are their backgrounds?  Whose ideas came first?  What have they contributed to studies of plate movements?  Use your text and the web to find out!  In alphabetical order, the Distinguished Lecturers are Sir Edward Bullard, Alexander du Toit, Harry Hess, Edward Suess, and Alfred Wegener.  In addition, find out what roles Arthur Holmes, Robert Dietz, and Fred Vine & Drummond Matthews played.  Please TYPE your summary in the chronologic order that each researcher and idea came about.  The following two web sites will get you started on finding out information about plate tectonics:

http://www.ucmp.berkeley.edu/geology/tectonics.html

http://volcano.und.nodak.edu/vwdocs/vwlessons/plate_tectonics/introduction.html

