Class Plan for VEPP Exercise

Class I

1. Introduce the geology of Kilauea and geographic positions of the caldera, east rift and Puu Oo (20 min.)

2. Demo Valve for students (30 min.) with them running it too (laptops + lab computers)

3. Describe basic observations of Father’s Day and Harry Potter events (20 min.)

Materials to prepare:

Powerpoint on Kilauea geology

Step-by-step for demo

Powerpoint on 2007 events
Class II

1. Divide students up into 4 groups:

a. Seismologists

b. GPSologists

c. Tiltists

d. Geologists/Press spokespeople

2. Each group examines their data from Valve for period June 1-June 30 and July 1-July 31, 2007 (45 minutes)

3. (45 minutes) Interdisciplinary groups are formed to produce:

a.  Two 1-page press releases (post-mortem) describing the events of that month, the geophysical observations, and their interpretations of them.

b. A one-page (+4 annotated figures)report to the Scientist in Charge that assesses precursory signals that can be used to forecast future events.

Materials to prepare:

Worksheets for each group
Semester-long project


Each interdisciplinary team issues a biweekly 1-page (plus figures) press release describing what has happened over that interval and how they interpret the data.
