OCEANOGRAPHY 10 LABORATORY SYLLABUS

THURSDAY, 11:20 A.M. - 2:25 P.M. – SPRING 2011
Instructor:          
Ms. Jacquelyn Hams


Phone:       

818/778-5566           

   Office:     

AHS 327         


Email:                  
hamsje@lavc.edu 

                 

Office Hours: 

Mon. 2:20-3:30 p.m.   Tue.  11:15 am-1:15 p.m. Wed.  11:15 a.m. – 1: 15 p.m

Course web site:
http://sites.google.com/site/lavcoceanographylab/home



Course Description
Oceanography 10 is the laboratory class that accompanies the Introduction to Oceanography lecture class.
Students should have completed the Oceanography 1 lecture class or should be concurrently enrolled in Oceanography 1 lecture in order to take this class.  The final grade for the course is based upon successful completion of in-class laboratory sessions, field trips, interactive online laboratory assignments, and a final exam.  
Student Learning Outcome

At the end of this course, students will be able to apply scientific principals to examine, analyze, and compare seafloor topography, ocean chemistry, atmospheric-ocean interaction, ocean circulation, productivity and other oceanographic data.
Textbook and Materials
The instructor will provide all in-house laboratory materials and handouts. In addition students will need the following materials:
· Scientific Calculator
· Metric ruler

· Small set of colored pencils

Final Exam
The final exam is a compilation of laboratory exercises and is worth approximately 30 points or the equivalent of one laboratory exercise.
Grading

Grades are assigned as follows:  100-90% = A   89-80% = B   79-70% = C 69-60% = D   <59% = F
Laboratory exercises will be graded at the end of each lab by the instructor.  You do not automatically receive total points for the lab unless you complete the exercise correctly.  If you miss a lab, there are no make-ups.  One laboratory exercise will be dropped.  Note:  The Hydrothermal Vent Project will not be dropped from the final grade.
Hydrothermal Vent Project

Students will participate in a laboratory project in which each student builds a proxy hydrothermal vent and observes the growth and progress over a 6-8 week period. Students will take a field trip to the Sepulveda Wildlife Area to collect sediment and return to the campus and build the vent.  After 6-8 weeks of photographing and observing the changes in the vent, students will give a class presentation stating the hypothesis for growth the total of the vent, show the progress as the vent develops, and present conclusions regarding the project.  The total project is worth 100 points – 50 for the field trip and building the vent, and 50 for the presentation.  Students must participate in all aspects of the project to receive a grade, and the field trip cannot be made up.  The presentation will be graded according to a rubric provided by the instructor and presented to the students in advance of the presentation.
Classroom Conduct

Students are expected to conduct themselves in a manner that is conducive to learning in a university environment.  Chatter during the class is not permitted and will not be tolerated.  All cell phones, beepers, and electronic devices should be turned off during field trips and laboratory classes.   Failure to comply with these adult standards will result in dismissal from the class and/or lowering of the overall course grade.  Please see the Los Angeles Valley College Fall 2011 schedule of classes for Standards of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Action on pg. 154.
Attendance

Regular attendance is expected since the class meets once a week and there are no make ups for the laboratory assignments.  Many of the laboratory assignments build on previous labs, so it is necessary to fully participate in the laboratory assignments.  Remember, there are no makeups.

Tardiness
The following information is taken from the Attendance Regulations beginning on page 145 of the spring 2011 class schedule. Attendance will be taken at the beginning of each class.  Late arrivals will be considered tardy, and three cases of tardiness constitute one class absence and the students will be excluded (see number 2 below).
“Students are expected to attend every meeting of all classes for which they are registered.  Violation of this regulation may result in exclusion from class as specified in Administrative Regulation E-13.  Provisions of Administrative Regulation E-13 include the following:

1. STUDENTS WHO HAVE PREREGISTERED FOR A CLASS AND WHO DO NOT ATTEND THE FIRST MEETING OF THE CLASS FORFEIT THEIR RIGHT TO A PLACE IN THE CLASS.  SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES MAY BE CONSIDERED BY THE INSTRUCTOR.
2. Whenever absences in hours exceed the number of hours the class meets per week, the instructor will consider whether there are mitigating circumstances which may justify the absences. If the instructor determines that such circumstances do not exist, the instructor may exclude the student from the class.

3. Three cases of tardiness may be considered equivalent to one absence.

4. It is the student’s responsibility to consult with an instructor regarding any absences that would alter the student’s status in the class. Instructors may be reached by calling the department or writing to the instructor at the college address”.

Contact Information
My contact information is at the top of the syllabus.  The best way to contact me is during office hours. I do not receive emails from many students as they go to spam.
Extra Credit
Extra credit may be offered at the instructor’s discretion.  Students may participate in a boat cruise along landslide areas for extra credit.  Details will be announced in class.
The syllabus, like planet earth, is dynamic and subject to change.  The instructor will announce any changes to the syllabus in class and post the changes course web site page. 
BOAT CRUISE DETAILS

Students may participate in a field trip for this course for extra credit.  The field trip is a boat cruise along the Palos Verdes Peninsula and coastline.  The boat departs from the dock next the Aquarium of the Pacific in Long Beach.  Please note that there are no refunds for the field trip fees if you do not show up.   For pictures and more information on the boat cruises, visit the Harbor Breeze website at http://www.2seewhales.com/

Date:

To be announced

Time:

TBA  Allow 1 ½ hours travel time from Valley College


Fee:

TBA


Money orders or cash  payable to Los Angeles Valley College Patrons Association.  The boat 

cruise fee is due by ______.

Departure:
TBA.  See directions below

What to bring:
Hat, sunglasses, sunscreen, water, camera in waterproof bag or container, sacrificial shoes or 

sea booties, lunch, backpack.  There is a galley on board that serves hotdogs, popcorn, drinks 

and snacks. You will be walking on sharp rocks so wear shoes with support like sneakers – do not 

wear any open-
toed shoes or sandals.

Required work:
1-2 page report summarizing the trip with a picture of the student on the on the boat at sea to document attendance.  You must submit a report with a photo in order to get credit for the trip. No partial credit will be given and no late reports will be accepted.  The last day to submit the report is ____________.

Total credit:
30 points
The syllabus, like planet Earth, is subject to change. Any changes to the syllabus will be announced in class by the instructor and posted to the course website.
CLASS SCHEDULE
	Date
	Topic
	Assignment

	2/10


	Course Introduction
Math You Need Orientation
MYN Hypsometric Curve

Scientific Method


	Math Attitudinal Survey

Math You Need Pre-test
Photo release forms

Field trip release forms
Hypsometric Curve Assessment

	2/17
	MYN Plotting Points
MYN Best Fit Line

Bathymetric Maps 
	Contouring Bathymetric Maps

	2/24
	MYN Density
Properties of Water
	Properties of Water Lab

	3/3
	Hydrothermal Vent Project Overview

Fossils and Geologic Time
	Hydrothermal Vent Pre-test

	3/10
	Field Trip to Sepulveda Wildlife Area

Directions on last page of syllabus
	Build proxy hydrothermal vent

	3/17
	MYN Unit Conversions
 Hydrothermal Vent 
	Hydrothermal Vent Lab

	3/24
	Marine Sediments Lab
	

	3/31
	CESAR CHAVEZ HOLIDAY
	

	4/7
	Building Core Knowledge Lab
	

	4/14
	Building Core Knowledge Lab
	

	4/21
	SPRING BREAK
	

	4/28
	Climate Change Lab
	

	5/5
	Climate Change Lab
	

	5/12
	Sustainable Fishing
	

	5/19
	Hydrothermal Vent Presentations
	Hydrothermal Vent Post test
Math You Need Post-test

	5/26
	FINAL EXAM
	


Directions to the Sepulveda Wildlife Area[image: image1.jpg]b
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From Los Angeles Valley College:

Travel west on Burbank Blvd. (towards the 405 Freeway and Van Nuys Blvd.)

Pass the 405 Freeway and make a 

Right at Woodley Avenue (the first light after the 405 Freeway)

Right at the Sepulveda Wildlife area/Japanese Garden sign

Do not enter the Japanese Garden or Tillman Water Reclamation Plant.  Continue driving on the road until you reach the last parking lot at a dead end.  You will see restrooms and an outdoor classroom area.  
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