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RUBRICS
Research Paper

	
	Excellent

(10-9 points)
	Good 

(8-7 points)
	Average

(6-5 points)
	Poor

(4-3 points)

	Explanation of Topic of Paper

Points:_____
	The topic which the paper is addressing is clearly explained and the research presented is relevant to that issue. 
	The issue is clearly explained and the research presented is somewhat relevant.
	The topic is somewhat unclear and the research presented is somewhat relevant.
	The topic is unclear, the paper lacks direction and the research presented is not relevant to the topic.

	Organization

Points:_____
	Logical and fluid sequence of information that clearly presents the research.
	Logical sequence of information that lacks some fluidity, but clearly presents the research.
	Mostly logical structure with flawed paragraph sequencing that presents the argument, but leaves the audience questioning the information.
	Illogical structure with flawed paragraph sequencing that obscures the information and leaves the audience unsure of the research.

	Explanation of the Research Presented

Points:_____
	All of the research is presented clearly and the techniques used by the researchers are clearly explained.  
	The majority of the research is presented clearly and the majority of the techniques used by the researchers are explained. 
	Most of the research is related to the topic and most of the techniques are explained.
	It is difficult for the audience to understand how the research relates to the topic and the author uses terms that are not clearly explained.

	Choice of Sources

Points:_____
	At least 3 peer-reviewed sources and any additional sources are reputable.
	At least 3 peer-reviewed sources, but additional sources are not reputable (Wikipedia, etc.)
	Two peer-reviewed journal articles.
	One peer-reviewed journal article.

	Grammar and Structure

Points:_____
	The sentence structure, grammar and diction are excellent.
	The sentence structure, grammar and diction are strong despite a few lapses.
	Problems in sentence structure, grammar and diction.  Some errors in tense and/or spelling.
	Big problems in sentence structure, grammar and diction.  Frequent errors in tense and/or spelling.

	Assignment Expectations

Points:_____
	The author has exceeded all of the expectations of the assignment, including the minimum page requirement, and paper specifications outlined in the assignment
	The author has met all of the expectations of the assignment, including the minimum page requirement and paper specifications as outlined in the assignment.
	The author has met most of the expectations of the assignment, including the minimum page requirement and paper specifications as outlined in the assignment.
	The author has met few of the expectations of the assignment, including the minimum page requirement and paper specifications as outlined in the assignment.


Total: _____ / 60 points

Presentation

	
	Excellent

(5 points)
	Good

(4 points)
	Average

(3 points)
	Poor

(2 points)

	Preparation

Points:_____
	The presenter showed that he/she was very well prepared for the presentation.
	The presenter showed that he/she was prepared for the presentation.
	The presenter showed that he/she was not well prepared for the presentation.
	The presenter showed a lack of preparation for the presentation.

	Clarity and Interest

Points:_____
	The research was presented clearly and could be followed by the audience.  It was explained why the topic was relevant and interesting.
	For the most part, the research was presented clearly and could be followed by the audience.  
	The research presented was somewhat unclear and was difficult for the audience to follow.
	The research was unclear and the audience was confused as to why the topic was interesting and relevant.

	Assignment Specifications

Points:_____
	The author has exceeded all of the expectations of the assignment, including an explanation of the research and time requirement.
	The author has met all of the expectations of the assignment, including an explanation of the research and time requirement.
	The author has met most of the expectations of the assignment, including an explanation of the research and time requirement.
	The author has met few of the expectations of the assignment, including an explanation of the research and time requirement.


Total: _____ / 15 points

Lab Procedure

Total: _____ / 25 points

A rubric for this course on the laboratory procedures was not developed because all participating students did a good job of writing procedures that were easy to follow. Students with less laboratory experience will most likely require more guidance and thus a rubric may be helpful.

It could be helpful for the students to evaluate their fellow group members on how much and how well they contributed to the work of the group.  It could also be beneficial to include an assessment of student engagement during the observation of the presentations, for example whether they asked relevant questions or gave feedback about the other group’s research.

