Geography 204

Designing a Simple Biological Community: Community Matrix

This matrix is NOT REQUIRED but might be useful in calculating species populations, biomass, and nitrogen use. Many students chose to use EXCEL spreadsheets which can be very useful!

It is suggested that you calculate producers first, then primary consumers, then secondary consumers, then tertiary consumers, then decomposers. At this point you are not finished as the decomposers add nitrogen to your environment you’ll have to do some more calculations adding some more producers then primary consumers etc.  However, you are not expected to do more that three iterations (or sets of calculations) for the whole community.

	Species Name

	Population (P) 


	Biomass Prod (B)
	Total Biomass (P x B)
	N use (N)
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	Species Name

	Population (P) 


	Biomass Prod (B)
	Total Biomass (P x B)
	Biomass Req (R)
	Total Biomass Req

(P x R)
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