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Brainstorming: Getting Started on the Exploratory Essay

Why focus your Exploratory Essay on topics of sustainability?

According to Aldo Leopold, people “are only cogs in an ecological mechanism such that, if they will work with that mechanism, their mental wealth and material wealth can expand indefinitely (and) if they refuse to work with it, it will ultimately grind them to dust." Leopold asked: "If education does not teach us these things, then what is education for?"

Brainstorming

Write out each of the three categories of sustainability and jot down as many places or issues within your own community that you can think of that relate.                                                     
For example: Economic: Wal-Mart, strip malls, affluence, development… Environmental: Loss of forests, loss of agriculture and farmland, polluted lake behind our house…

You get the idea.  From here, go back to your lists and pick one topic that most interests you (or perhaps which you find most disconcerting) and begin to brainstorm open-ended questions; remember, your question should NOT have an easy or immediate answer. 
Here are just a few examples of focusing questions for this assignment

-Economic: What is the true impact Wal-Mart is having upon my community? 

-Social Equity: How can my community help to combat homelessness?

-Environmental: What can be done about the daily runoff of toxic chemicals entering the Puget Sound? 
Definitions to Review Before Getting Started:

Sustainability: The interdependence of environmental, economic, and social equity concerns. 

Economic- Refers to economic development with minimal environmental degradation, or equitable development that is environmentally sound. 

Social Equity- Social sustainability is focused on the development of programs and processes that promote social interaction and cultural enrichment. It emphasizes protecting the vulnerable, respecting social diversity and ensuring that we all put priority on social capital. (interfacesustainability.com)

Environmental- According to Stuart B. Hill, Environmental sustainability implies the following:  (1) Meeting the basic needs of all peoples and giving this priority over meeting the greeds of a few (2) Keeping population densities, if possible, below the carrying capacity of the region     (3) Adjusting consumption patterns and the design and management of systems to permit the renewal of renewable resources  (4) Conserving, recycling, and establishing priorities for the use of nonrenewable resources  (5) Keeping environmental impact below the level required to allow the systems affected to recover and continue to evolve.  

Sustainable Development:  Development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.

