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Week 1

Identify a 'natural' place that you are fond of around northwestern Washington or the Puget Sound region.  It could be your favorite lake, a streamside, a mountain top, etc.  Please avoid a national Park.
1) Why do you like this place – views, sounds, smells, good memories, etc.  When is your favorite time to come?

2) Briefly describe the area, including the vegetation.

3) What kind of wildlife species have you encountered or know of that exists in this place?

4) Who owns the land (private, state or federal agency, etc.)?  What is the general ownership of the vicinity?

5) What signs of human uses are present?

Week 2
Identify the watershed (WRIA) that you site is located in.  Who regulates the natural resources, especially the wildlife within your WRIA (you need to think of sate and federal agencies)?  Provide longitude and latitude for your site, as well as elevation.

Identify different interest groups who have an interest in the wildlife (hunters, hikers, developers, etc.).  What conflicts may arise from these competing interests?

Week 3

For your chosen area of interest, what is the dominant natural vegetation (grassland, coniferous forest, deciduous forest, aquatic vegetation, open water)?  Please draw a map and/or include an aerial photo of the site.  Free aerial photos can be obtained through the Microsoft Terraserver, or Google Earth.  If you have time, you may make a photo collage of the area with descriptions of different habitat units at your site. 
Week 4

Explore what your area looked like ~100 years ago or late 1800. Provide descriptions in one form or shape if possible.  Archived photos in books or local museum may be helpful.  It may be necessary to get photos of nearby areas.  The UW library has an excellent collection of digitized photos available through their website (http://guides.lib.washington.edu/pnw).  Finally, how far away was the urban fringe from your site 20 years ago?  In other words, how fast does the urban area grow (per year or per decade)?
Finally, you need to explore how the area was used by the native people before Euro-American settlement (you may find “Voices along the Skagit: teaching the history of the first people in the Skagit River watershed” by Charles Luckmann useful)?
Week 5

The next step is to investigate the Native American perspective, especially, how do they relate to their environment.  Your emphasis should be first peoples from around the Salish Sea.
Week 6

In the past weeks, we have looked back in time.  Now we need to look forward in time.  The Puget Sound (US) and Straight of Georgia (CAN) regions are projected to have significant population growth. Please research the projected human population growth rate for the region the next 20, and 50 years.  How are our urban areas projected to grow?  There have been a number of ‘futures projects’ in the Puget Sound Region.  Some are just starting, others are almost complete (http://www.prism.washington.edu/story/Skagit+Alternative+Futures), or already completed.

Week 7

Based upon the expected growth rate of the human population and urban expansion, how do you think your area of choice will fare?  You may want to think of human visits, harvest of natural resources, conversion to other land uses like housing developments, etc. How can we make sure that we minimize our impact from our projected growth?

Week 8

How would you minimize your ecological footprint?  Please select five realistic measures that you and your family can undertake without sacrificing your comfort of living or lifestyle.
Week 9

This last assignment is a short reflective piece.  After going through the assignment centered around one of your favorite places, I am curious to hear if you view your world differently.  How has the assignment influenced the way you view change over time and how our values have and will change?  Did you discover any data that was a real surprise to you?
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