SYLLABUS and 

CLASS SCHEDULE

SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES

Title: Sustainable Communities
Faculty: Martha Henderson, PhD. Geography with guest faculty Steve Scheuerell, PhD. Sustainable Agriculture and Dylan Fischer, PhD. Ecology

Sessions: First Summer Session, June 22-July 24 (8 credits)

       Second Summer Session, July 27-August 29 (8 credits)
The program is designed in two segments and may be taken by students for either Summer Sessions or both First or Second Session for a total of 16 credits. Graduate students are eligible to take both sessions for 4 credits per session. Alternative credit arrangements are possible.

Meeting Days and Times: The class will meet for 8 hours on Tuesdays and Wednesdays of each week. The field portion of the program will be on Wednesdays with trips to Centralia and work at Growing Places Farm and Energy Park. Students wishing to register but needing alternative class times are encouraged to call Martha Henderson at 360 867 6841.

Fees: $50.00 for transportation to Centralia 

Proposed Credits: 4 credits Student Development and Student Mentoring


    

8 credits Rural Community Development  

    

4 credits Sustainable Development Case Study
Graduate Credit:  to be awarded to grad students who write graduate level papers based on social theory and critical thinking about social capital and community development. MES credit requires some integration of ecology and social theory. MPA students should demonstrate knowledge of social theory, management and development. MIT students should demonstrate educational theory and at-risk youth development. 
Syllabus:
This program investigates the synergistic forces that create social capital in rural communities. The program creates a summer learning and application opportunity for current and new students around topics of at-risk youth, sustainable agriculture, sustainable design, energy, food security, and community development. The program will develop each of these areas through an in-depth case study examination and experiential education through classroom lectures, guest speakers, and seminar. Tuesdays will be spent at The Evergreen State College in class settings. Wednesdays will be spent at Growing Places Farm and Energy Park in Centralia, Washington. This case study will offer introductory experience and learning about a number of inter-related issues within the theme of sustainability and justice. The basic nature of interdisciplinary experiential learning will allow students to identify topics for specialization at the upper division and/or graduate level. The case study will serve as a foundations course in sustainability and justice. 
Textbooks: 


Krile, James. Community Leadership Handbook: Framing Ideas, Building Relationships and Mobilizing Resources.

Flora, Cornelia Butler. Rural Communities: Legacy and Change

Sumner, Jennifer. Sustainability and Civil Commons: Rural Communities and the Age of Globalization.

Evans, Robert L. Fueling Our Future: An Introduction to Sustainable Energy.


Winne, Mark. Closing the Food Gap: Resetting the Table in the Land of Plenty.

GRuB reading materials on at-risk youth and sustainability
Schedule:

Week 1 
Social Capital and Rural Community Development



Profile of Place: Rural Demographics and Change


Week 2
Rural Communities of the West




Local Places: Lewis County


Week 3
Historical Geography and Economic Development




At-Risk Youth


Week 4
Developing Social Capital




At-Risk Youth Opportunities in Lewis County


Week 5
Possibilities and Implementation for Social Capital




Assessment Mapping for At-Risk Youth




Summation for First Summer Session


Week 6
Beginning Second Summer Session




Community Development Strategies for At-Risk Youth




Growing Places Farm and Energy Park


Week 7
Lewis County Sustainable Agriculture and Youth



Growing Places Farm and Energy Park


Week 8
Lewis County Sustainable Agriculture and Youth




Growing Places Farm and Energy Park


Week 9
Lewis County Alternative Energy and Youth




Growing Places Farm and Energy Park


Week 10
Leadership and Legacy in Community Development




Summation and Evaluation
