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This course packet contains important information about the class.  Make sure that you keep it in a place where you can refer to it on a regular basis.

DEAR GEOGRAPHY 103 STUDENT,

Greetings, and welcome to physical geography.  Thank you for choosing this class among the many other science classes you could have chosen from.  

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself.  I was born and raised in France, where I acquired a great attraction for the outdoors and a deep respect for the Earth, growing up on my parent’s dairy farm.  I earned my Ph.D. in Geology at the University of Clermont-Ferrand in 1987.  I came to the United States in 1983 and became a permanent resident in 1987.  After working in the computer field for 6 years, I was given the opportunity to teach community college classes.  I really enjoyed the experience and I have been teaching earth sciences at the community college level since 1993 and in Fallon since 1995.  As a teacher, I am not only excited about student's learning, but I am also interested in what I can learn from every class that I teach.

This class should be a new and exciting experience for you.  You will learn about things you probably never even thought about and one of my goals is to bring out your interest and enthusiasm for this subject.  After taking this class, you will never look at the sky in the same manner.  You will find yourself thinking about the weather and clouds, trying to figure out what may change in the next few hours.  You will not watch a weather report with the same eyes any more.  You will become more involved and you will understand better what the weather is all about.

This is a science class, and as all science classes, it requires some elementary math.  A level of pre-algebra is sufficient to succeed in this class.  If you have not taken math for a long time, I would suggest that you take a few hours to go to the Learning Resource Center and review conversions, fractions, proportions, and formulas.  Another option is to go to a library and review fractions, proportions and formulas in a pre-algebra textbook.

In a science class, you have to keep up with the material every week, because every week you build upon what you learned in the preceding weeks.  So it is very important to work on a regular basis, and not wait several weeks.  Therefore, you need to make time every week to work on this class (on average, 6 hours per week outside of class time for a 3-credit class).  In order to help you with this task, I have designed a schedule with assignments due every week.  You will also have the opportunity to take quizzes online to check your knowledge.

My classes involve group activities and class discussions and you are expected to actively participate in those activities.  You will find that, by involving you more in the subject matter, such activities will spark your interest and help you learn more effectively.  As a result, it is important that you come to class prepared, which means that you need to read the assigned materials before coming to class (refer to the tentative schedule pages 8 and 9).

As your instructor, you can expect me to be prepared and on time, and you can count on me to be enthusiastic.  Teaching is my passion and earth sciences are my main interest, so I love to help others learn in that area.  You can also expect me to grade fairly.  When I was a student, on several occasions I was discriminated against based on my gender, and received lower grades than I should have.  So I understand what discrimination and being treated unfairly feel like and I do not allow them to be part of my classes.

Finally, you can expect me to assist you as best as I can in this learning experience.  You can meet with me at any time during my office hours (see attachment D), or by appointment outside of my office hours (Thursday and Friday).  You can also get in touch with me by phone (423-8330, X2231) or by e-mail (bdillet@wncc.edu).  I respond to my e-mails within 24 hours, Monday through Friday (except holidays), and I return calls on Thursday and Friday.  If you leave a voice mail on my phone, make sure that your name and phone number are clearly understandable.  

I am looking forward to this new semester.  I hope that it will be as interesting and exciting for you as it is for me.

Sincerely,

Brigitte Dillet, Ph.D.
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Instructor: Dr. Brigitte Dillet
423-8330 X2231 (office)
email: bdillet@wncc.edu 
Web site: http://www.wncc.edu/~bdillet/personal
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CATALOG DESCRIPTION

This class teaches the physical elements of geography, including meteorology, nature and distribution of climates, natural vegetation, soils and landforms. Emphasis is on weather and climate.

CLASS INFORMATION

Credits: 3

Place: WNCC, Fallon, Room 104

Time: Thursday, 1:00-3:45 p.m.

Dates: August 28th-December 11th
Required: 
· Physical Geography, A Landscape Appreciation, 7th ed., 2002, Tom McKnight and Darrel Hess

· Deluxe World Globe 3.3-inch diameter, Replogle 

· Comparative World Atlas, copyright will vary, Hammond

· calculator

· ruler

Recommended: 
· I strongly recommend that you use a three-ring binder to organize the materials from this class.  The easiest way to organize this binder is to have a tab for "Class Information,” one for “Climate Journal,” one for “Labs,” and finally tabs for each week.  Refer to the red sample binder located on top of the counter in the classroom.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

At the conclusion of the class, the successful student should be able to:

· read, analyze and interpret maps so as to recognize their usefulness and limitations.

· evaluate the underlying influence of seasons and weather on their daily lives.

· predict climate and vegetation characteristics in unfamiliar areas.
As a result, successful students should:

· have gained factual knowledge about physical geography, including the grid system of latitude and longitude, seasons, maps, the atmosphere and climates.

· have learned fundamental principles, generalizations, or theories in relation to the seasons, weather and climate.

· have gained a broader understanding and appreciation of physical geography.

SKILLS OBJECTIVES

At the conclusion of the class, the successful student should be able to:

· read, interpret and draw graphs using scientific data. 

· do simple calculations involving fractions and/or proportions.

· access and evaluate information for relevancy and usefulness on the World Wide Web.

METHODOLOGY

This course uses lectures, videos, group activities, discussions and demonstrations to present information.  Outside of class, students learn primarily by reading, thinking about and completing assignments (homework and lab assignments), and communicating with the instructor or with tutors on the subject matter.

TESTING AND GRADES

Students will earn their grade according to the following: (refer to attachment A for a personal grade sheet)

Midterm 30 %

Final 40 %

Lab reports/Assignments/Climate Journal 20 %

Article study 10 %

GRADING SCALE
 



A: 93-100

A-: 90-92
 
B+: 87-89

B: 83-86

B-: 80-82
 
C+: 77-79

C: 73-76

C-: 70-72
 
D+: 67-69

D: 63-66

D-: 60-62
 
W: <60

MIDTERM

The midterm will consist of: an individual in class portion (1.5 hours on week 8) and a collaborative in class portion (1 hour on week 8).  The individual portion will be worth 75% and the collaborative portion 25%.  The midterm will cover chapters 1 through 5 as well as information covered on climates and biomes.

FINAL

The final will consist of: a take home final portion (due on week 15), an individual in class portion (1.5 hours on week 16) and a collaborative in class portion (1 hour, week 16).  The take home portion will be worth 20%, the individual portion 60%, and the collaborative portion 20%.  The final will be comprehensive.

ARTICLE STUDY

Refer to attachment B for guidelines.  The article study is due week 10 and will require the use of the library in order to retrieve the articles you may choose from.

LABS

There will be 4 lab assignments during the semester.  Refer to the schedule pages 8 and 9.

HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS

There will weekly homework assignments that give you more practice on materials covered in class.

CLIMATE JOURNAL

Refer to Attachment C for more details.

QUIZZES
There are no graded quizzes in this class.  Students are strongly encouraged to check their knowledge by taking online quizzes after each chapter.  The online quizzes can be found on the textbook companion website (http://www.prenhall.com/mcknight)
MAKE-UP AND LATE ASSIGNMENT POLICY

Late assignments will only be accepted in case of situations that are out of the student’s control (emergency, sickness, or job-related duties) AND if the student has contacted the instructor ahead of time to make other arrangements.  

Make-ups on exams (midterm or final) MUST be approved and scheduled ahead of time.  

ACADEMIC HONESTY

True academic achievement is based on academic honesty.  An honor code exists in this class that forbids academic fraud.  Academic fraud includes, but is not limited to: plagiarism; copying answers from a classmate; using unauthorized help.  Academic fraud will result in an F grade.  

COMMUNICATING WITH THE INSTRUCTOR

Students may contact the instructor by phone/voice mail (775-423-8330 X2231) on Thursdays and Fridays or by e-mail (bdillet@wncc.edu) at any time.  Communication by e-mail works very well, as I check my e-mails everyday and usually respond within 24 hours Monday through Friday.  

Students may also contact the instructor directly on campus (Office # 3, Pinion Building) at any time during or outside of office hours, on Thursdays and Fridays.  Refer to attachment D for an instructor schedule.  Finally, students can also meet with the instructor by setting up an appointment ahead of time
TENTATIVE OUTLINE AND SCHEDULE
READING ASSIGNMENTS ARE TO BE DONE BEFORE THE CORRESPONDING LECTURES (Except for week 1).

ASSIGNMENTS ARE DUE ON THE DATES SHOWN IN THE TABLE BELOW.

	Week
	Date
	Topic
	Reading
	Assignments

	Week 1
	8-28
	Geography

Spheres

Introduction to Climates

Introduction to Biomes
Latitude and Longitude
	1

3-4

205-208

300-308

8-15
	

	Week 2
	9-4
	Tropical Wet Climate

Tropical Rainforest Biome

Map Characteristics

Isolines
	208-215

317 and 322-323

31-39

39-42
	Scavenger Hunt
Assignment 1
Journal Entry # 1

	Week 3
	9-11
	Tropical Savanna climate
Tropical Savanna Biome
GIS and GPS
Lab # 1: Reading Maps
	216-219
320, 321 and 324
43-46
	Assignment 2
Journal Entry # 2

	Week 4
	9-18
	Tropical Monsoonal Climate
Tropical Deciduous Forest Biome
Tropical Scrub Biome
Earth Movements and Seasons

The Atmosphere
	215-216

317 and 319
319 and 320
15-21
Chapter 3
	Journal Entry # 3
Lab 1

	Week 5
	9-25
	Subtropical and Midlatitude Desert Climates
Desert Biome
Insolation and Temperature
	219-226
324-325
Chapter 4
	Assignment 3
Journal Entry # 4

	Week 6
	10-2
	Subtropical and Midlatitude Steppe Climates
Midlatitude Grassland Biome
Insolation and Temperature 

Lab #2: Insolation and Temperature
	224, 226-227
326
Chapter 4
	Assignment 4
Journal Entry # 5

	Week 7
	10-9
	Mediterranean Climate
Mediterranean Woodland and Shrub
Pressure and Wind
	227-229
325-326
Ch. 5
	Journal Entry # 6
Lab 2

	Week 8
	10-16
	MIDTERM
	Chapters 1-5
	Select and print article

	Week 9
	10-23
	Humid Subtropical Climate
Midlatitude Deciduous Forest Biome
Moisture
	229-232
326-328
Ch. 6
	Assignment 5
Journal Entry # 7

	Week 10
	10-30
	Marine West Coast Climate
Temperate Rain Forest Biome
Moisture 
Lab # 3: Moisture
	232-235
handout
Ch. 6
	Assignment 6
Journal Entry # 8
Article study

	Week 11
	11-6
	Humid Continental Climate
Temperate Deciduous Forest Biome
Storms
	235-239
326-328
Ch. 7
	Journal Entry # 9
Lab 3

	Week 12
	11-13
	Subarctic Climate
Boreal Forest Biome
Storms
Lab # 4: Storms and Weather Prediction
	239-241
328-330
Ch. 7
	Assignment 7
Journal Entry # 10

	Week 13
	11-20
	Tundra and Ice Cap Climates
Tundra Biome
Topography of Arid Lands
	241-244
330-331
Ch. 18
	Journal Entry # 11
Lab 4

	Week 14
	11-27
	THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY
	
	

	Week 15
	12-4
	Highland Climate
Global Pattern of Climates
Climates and Biomes-Conclusion
	244-246
247
	Assignment 8
Journal Entry # 12

	Week 16
	12-11
	FINAL
	 Comprehensive
	


TIPS FOR BEING SUCCESSFUL IN THIS CLASS

1. Attend class.

2. Study throughout the semester. There is a general rule of thumb for college courses: study at least 2 hours outside of class for each hour in class. This means studying your reading notes and class notes, textbook, lecture notes and other supplemental material on a regular basis. This may also involve spending time at the learning resource center where tutors can help you.

3. Read the textbook and other assigned material before the lecture is presented in class. As you read the textbook, you should make clear notes in your binder and you should highlight all key concepts.  You should also refer to the lecture notes provided as you read the textbook.  After you have read a chapter, you should be able to give a brief summary of important concepts.  Refer to the reading tips below.

4. Take notes in class.  Even though I will be giving you many handouts, there are times when something important may be missing from those handouts.  You will not remember unless you take notes.  Also, whenever something "clicks" in class, whenever you make a connection, make a note about it.  If you are unsure when to take notes or what to take notes about, ask the instructor.  

5. Review your class notes and notes from your reading as soon as possible after each class meeting, making corrections, notations, and additions, as needed.

6. Speak up in class. Ask questions, ask for clarification, and share your thoughts.  Participate actively in group activities.

7. See the instructor before or after class, or during office hours when you have questions about the material or an assignment. You may also talk to tutors in the Learning Resource Center.

8. Put in the time and effort required for each assignment. Be neat, it will help you when you review for exams.

9. If you can, form a study group.  Review your class notes together. Ask each other questions.  Explain (teach) the material to each other.

TIPS TO MAKE YOUR READING MORE EFFECTIVE

1. Preview.  Start by previewing the chapter so you can get an idea of what that chapter is about, what you will learn in that chapter.   This does not take very long.  Read the headings, look at the graphs and pictures.

2. Question.  Once you have previewed a chapter, try to make up questions that you think the chapter should answer.

3. Read.  Concentrate while you do the reading.   Reading a science textbook is different from reading a novel, and requires concentration.  If you find yourself reading words without any understanding, stop and try again later.  You should take notes as you read.  Try to organize your notes so they make sense to you.  You should also read the lecture notes at the same time.

4. Summarize.  In your own words, summarize what you can remember by writing it down.  
5. Test.  Did the chapter answer the questions you formulated under 2. above?  Test yourself by answering the questions at the end of the chapter. 
Attachment A

Personal Grade Sheet for Geography 103 F01

	Assignments
	Midterm Exam

	Scavenger Hunt
	/20
	/100

	1 
	/10
	midterm grade * 0.30

	2 
	/10
	

	3 
	/10
	Final Exam

	4 
	/10
	/100

	5 
	/10
	final exam grade * 0.40

	6 
	/10
	

	7 
	/10
	Article

	8 
	/10
	/100

	
	
	article grade * 0.10

	Lab # 1
	/50
	

	Lab # 2
	/50
	

	Lab # 3
	/50
	

	Lab # 4
	/50
	

	
	
	

	Climate Journal
	/120
	

	
	
	

	Total A
	/420
	

	Grade for assignments
	(Total A*20)/420
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	FINAL GRADE
	Add all grey cells


Attachment B-Article Study

1.  ASSIGNMENT
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First, read one of the two articles listed below.
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Second, write a detailed outline of the article's key points in complete sentences.  Working from section headings or the main topic of each paragraph may be a good way to organize your content.  An example of an article detailed outline can be found in the red binder located on the counter in the classroom.
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Third, prepare an abstract that summarizes the most important observations and conclusions of the article according to the guidelines on page 14.  You will want to work from your notes, but be careful not to paraphrase the article too closely or include text directly from it without attribution or quote marks.  Doing so constitutes plagiarism and will result in a substantial loss of points.  A sample abstract can be found in the red binder located on the counter in the classroom.  The abstract should be no longer than one page.

[image: image6.png]



Fourth, answer the questions below that pertain to the article you read in the form of a short essay.  A sample essay can be found in the red binder located on the counter in the classroom.  
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The article study is due on week 10.

2.  GRADING

The outline will be graded on completeness and the relevance of the material to the main ideas of the article (focus on major points, not minor details). The abstract and essay will be graded about 2/3 on content (clarity, originality, and thoughtfulness of answers) and 1/3 on form (spelling, punctuation, and organization). The paper must be typed (double-spaced).  The outline will be worth 30 points, the abstract 30 points, and the answers to the questions 40 points.  

3.  ARTICLE # 1

On thin Ice by Robert A. Bindschadler and Charles R. Bentley, Scientific American, December 2002, p. 98-105.
This article can be found in the library, or it can be retrieved from the World Wide Web in the library, or it can be retrieved from the WWW from your home computer if you have a current library card (refer to the WNCC website at http://www.wncc.edu).  However, as illustration are important to understand the article, if your download does not include illustrations, make sure to get copies of these illustration in the library.
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Define the following terms: ice sheet, ice shelf, ice stream.
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This article explores the instability of the West Antarctica ice sheet.  Why is this ice sheet unstable whereas the East Antarctica ice sheet is stable?
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Over the last 3 decades scientists have argued about the stability of the West Antarctica ice sheet.  What were the two positions and the major arguments for each position?
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Scientists are now in better agreement in regards to the stability of the West Antarctica ice sheet.  What is the new consensus and what are the reasons for that consensus?
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Even though the Ross Ice Streams and the Ronne Ice Streams may be more stable than earlier thought, another area of the West Antarctica ice sheet is rapidly shrinking.  Where is that area, and how much does it contribute to global sea level rise?
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Should we be concerned about the West Antartica ice sheet disintegrating rapidly?  Why or why not?
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Is the Ross Ice Shelf a major concern in terms of global sea level?  Why or why not?
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Using data given in the article, calculate the annual total global sea-level rise.

4.  ARTICLE # 2

Seeds of Controversy by Jeff Dick, Weatherwise, November/December 2001, p. 30-37.
This article can be found in the library, or it can be retrieved from the World Wide Web in the library, or it can be retrieved from the WWW from your home computer if you have a current library card (refer to the WNCC website at http://www.wncc.edu).  However, as illustration are important to understand the article, if your download does not include illustrations, make sure to get copies of these illustration in the library.
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What accidental discovery in 1946 lead to cloud seeding programs?
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Some people believe in cloud seeding, others do not.  Explain the reasons for both views.
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Why did funding for cloud seeding programs decrease in the 1980s?
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There are two main types of cloud seeding programs.  What are they?  Explain the differences.
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Describe hygroscopic seeding.
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What is WKWMP?  Describe their program.

[image: image22.png]



Do you think that we should use taxpayer’s money for cloud seeding programs?  Support your position.

5.  ABSTRACT GUIDELINES

The Title of the Article Should be in Uppercase and Lowercase Bold Type, Capitalizing the First Letter of all Words of Four or More Letters

I M First Jr; U R Second (Journal Title, publication date, pp. 10(15)

Abstracts are concise summaries of the critical data and conclusions of longer papers or presentations.  After reading and making careful notes on the key points of the article you have chosen, organize these ideas into a logical sequence such that the data support the conclusions.  Draft the abstract in your own words and be careful not to take text verbatim from the article; this is plagiarism.  The abstract will be graded 1/3 on form and 2/3 on content and organization.  

Your abstract will follow the style required by the American Geophysical Union.  Use at least a 12-pitch type or 11-point font size.  Indent the second and subsequent lines of the title and author blocks by 0.2”.  Leave one blank line after the title block.

Type the name of the author or authors (no punctuation except semicolons between authors), journal title, publication date, and pages in uppercase and lowercase letters.  Italicize the journal title.  Leave one blank line after the author block.

Leave one blank line between paragraphs in the body of the abstract text.  Neatly drawn symbols, Greek letters, or other camera reproducible copy is acceptable, but avoid using in the title if at all possible.

Submittal information must be typed in the space to the right of the abstract and will include: the course number and term (e.g., Geog 103, Fall 2003) and three index terms that best fit the topic of your abstract.  

Attachment C-Climate Journal

You will be assigned to either Group 1 or Group 2.

Every week you will be assigned a specific weather station from around the globe.  You will be given the station name and country and you will have to find out the following information:
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latitude and longitude
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climate data (refer to the World Wide Web)
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climate characteristics: describe seasons or lack of seasons, temperature and precipitation patterns, extremes and records (refer to your textbook and the WWW)
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biome characteristics: describe vegetation patterns and relationship to climate and gather at least two representative pictures (refer to your textbook and the WWW)

Additionally, you will need to:
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plot the location of the station on a world map 
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provide or calculate average annual temperature and average annual precipitation
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graph the climate data that you obtained
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classify the climate according to the procedure provided by the instructor
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describe the general distribution of the climate worldwide

At the beginning of the following class session, you will meet with other students in your group and discuss the information that you have gathered.  Once you all agree with one another, each student in Group 1 will meet with one student from Group 2 and you will compare location characteristics.  Finally, we will synthesize the information as a class.

List of websites that might be useful for this assignment:

	http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/weather/historical/historical.htm
	Weather data from the Washington Post (try the links twice if they do not work the first time)

	http://www.cdc.noaa.gov/USclimate/
	Climate summaries for the U.S.

	http://www.worldclimate.com/
	Worldwide climate records

	
	

	http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/oa/ncdc.html
	National Climatic Data Center

	http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/oa/climate/severeweather/
extremes.html
	Climate extremes

	http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/index.html
	Climate Prediction Center

	http://www.runet.edu/~swoodwar/CLASSES/GEOG235/
biomes/intro.html
	Information on biomes

	http://www.ucmp.berkeley.edu/glossary/gloss5/biome/
	Information on biomes

	http://personal.cmich.edu/~franc1m/searchen.htm
	List of sites with image search and image archives


I would also encourage you to do searches on search engines.  On engine that I would recommend is http://google.com.

Attachment D-Instructor Schedule

Dr. Brigitte Dillet-Fall 2003


	Weekly Schedule-Fall 2003

	Monday
	Geog 103 WO1 and Geol 100 WO1-available through e-mail at bdillet@wncc.edu
	Chat Room # 1
(7:30-9:30 p.m.)

	Tuesday
	Geog 103 WO1 and Geol 100 WO1-available through e-mail at bdillet@wncc.edu

	Wednesday
	Geog 103 WO1 and Geol 100 WO1-available through e-mail at bdillet@wncc.edu

	Thursday
	Geog 103 FO1
(1:00-3:45 p.m.)
	Office # 3
(4:30 to 6:30 p.m.)
	Geol 101 FO1
(7:00-9:45 p.m.)

	Friday
	Meetings
	Office # 3
(4:30-5:30 p.m.)
	Env 100 FO1
(5:30-8:15 p.m.)

	Other 
	Geol 113B: Geology of Lassen Volcanic National Park (field trip: Sept. 6th to Sept. 8th)


Name: ____________________

Attachment E-Scavenger Hunt-Geog 103

1.  Does this packet have a table of content?  If so, on what page is it found?



2.  Are you going to be able to keep a record of your grades this semester in this class?  What makes you think so?




3.  If you want to contact the instructor by e-mail, can you do so?  What is the instructor's e-mail address?



4.  How can you meet with the instructor?





5.  What are the required materials for this class?





6.  Are you planning to use a binder for this class?  If not, how do you plan to keep handouts such as class packet, weekly worksheets, organized?




7.  What is the late assignment policy?





8.  When is the Article study due?  How many articles can you choose from?  What does the article study consist of? 






9.  How many lab assignments can you expect?



10.  How much of your grade are exams worth?



11.  Briefly describe the “Climate Journal” assignment.  





12.  Among the "Tips for Being Successful in this Class", which ones are you planning to use?  





13.  Among the "Tips to Make your Reading More Effective", which ones are you planning to use?  





14.  Which course chapter seems the most interesting to you?  Why?




15.  Which course chapter seems the least interesting?  Why?
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