Model COP 9 - part I

Global Environmental Change

Fall 2003

From 1 December to 12 December 2003 the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UN FCCC) Ninth Session of the Conference of the Parties (COP 9) will meet in Italy in an effort to mitigate climate change. As you know, this body has been meeting over the past decade in an effort to find an international agreement to alleviate future global climate change. As part of COP 3 the Kyoto Protocol was drafted in 1997, a first step in this effort. We are going to extend and strengthen the Protocol. 

We are going to simulate the meeting in Italy during class, with the objective of developing a resolution on how to effectively mitigate climate change on a global basis. 

Each person in the class will represent one nation that has a particular, and important, interest in the UN FCCC/COP 9 negotiations. I will assign you particular countries, and you should find out as much as you possibly can regarding the positions that your country has with respect to these negotiations.  You should also determine who your allies are in these negotiations, and who might have interests that are in conflict with yours. 

In preparation for this conference, you need to produce two documents: 

Background paper: 

This would incorporate relevant facts and statistics regarding your particular country, including geographic location, language spoken, important cultural practices, income per capita, current energy consumption per capita, and possible future energy demands based to some extent on population growth, energy growth, and type of energy used. Please include any information that you believe would be useful to understand the special needs of your country with regard to greenhouse gas emissions, energy production, and energy use. 

Draft Resolution:

I want you individually to draft a resolution on how to mitigate climate change that best represents the interests of your country. Then, after having read resolutions from other countries, we will make a collective effort to reach a compromise agreement that will be agreeable to all, or most, of the countries. 

Fact or Fiction?

This exercise should be based largely on fact and reality, but some of it will, by necessity, be fictitious. Try to base your arguments and proposals on real information that you can document. You may also take the liberty to develop more creative and innovative proposals; I strongly encourage you to do so. 

For better or for worse, non-governmental organizations (NGOs) including environmental organizations (i.e. Sierra Club and World Wildlife Fund) and industry groups (i.e. Shell Oil and General Motors) are not represented in the negotiations. During our simulation we will not include these groups. However, you should consider how these institutions would influence your decision, and include this in your position paper. 

Preparation: 

This exercise will only work if we as a class take it seriously, and if you spend enough time developing proposals that reflect a substantial amount of research. There is a considerable amount of web-based material that is available and that you will find essential in developing your proposal. There are also some excellent books in the library that I will put on reserve for this class. Your grade will be based to a large extent on how well you have prepared, including the quality and quantity of references and documentation. 

There are numerous web sites associated with “model UN” simulations, which is essentially what we are engaged in. Some good web sites on model UN include: 

http://www.nmun.org/

http://www.thimun.org/

http://www.unausa.org/

http://cyberschoolbus.un.org/modelun/index.asp

Agenda: 

Tuesday December 2

Draft  copy of Background paper and Position paper is due in class. 

A representative from each country will briefly review their interests and concerns regarding the upcoming negotiations. This should include a summary of the Background and Position papers. 
Thursday December 4

Informal meetings and discussion to prepare for formal negotiations over Italian coffee and pastries will occur at Mazarro’s Coffee and Italian Market. (2909 22nd Ave. N., St. Petersburg)
Tuesday December 9

Final copy of both Background paper and Position paper is due in class. 

Formal negotiations will occur in class 

Thursday December 11

Final plenary of meeting in class with final resolution on how to mitigate climate change. 

Review of course material in preparation for final exam. 

