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Is field work good?

An analysis of the student view.

Alan Boyle (Earth & Ocean Sciences, Liverpool University, L69 3GP, U.K. email:

apboyle@ liverpool.ac.uk); Stacey Conchie (Liverpool University), Sarah Maguire (University of Ulster),
Adrian Martin (University of East Anglia), Clare Milsom (Liverpool John Moores University), Rhu Nash
(Southampton Institute), Steve Rawlinson (University of Northumbria), Andrew Turner (Coventry University),
Sheena Wurthmann (Glasgow Caledonian University)

This project used paired questionnaires with closed and open response ques-
tions before and after a residential field class to ask ~360 geography, earth &
environmental science students at 8 UK universities about (amongst other
things):

1. their feelings towards their course

2. their feelings towards study

3. their feelings towards field work

4. their feelings towards fellow students and staff

5. their feelings about the places visited and the local people .

Overall, the research indicates field work has a positive effect on students’
feelings about the above (except for 5), though we were surprised at the level
of pre-field class anxiety (30% of the 360 surveyed expressed anxiety as one of
their top 3 pre-field class feelings). Post field class responses demonstrate the
positive effect of field work on students, supporting anecdotal views that field
work is indeed good!

Look at http://www.gees.ac.uk/projtheme/pedres/pedresfw/pedrfig.htm for more
information, and look out for a publication in Journal of Geographical Education
later this year.
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